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1. Welcome to ProShow  

Creating Slide Shows with Ease 

Thank you for purchasing a copy of ProShow Gold. You now have access to 

the best slideshow creation software on the market. Unlike other packages 

which make shows for you, taking away control, or drown you in arcane 

options, ProShow is designed to help you make a quality show without 

overwhelming you or taking away your creative freedom. 

This manual is designed to get you started with the program. It explains the 

functions of the program, as well as more practical uses for fea

find examples, how-to tips, and technical descriptions for every feature 

offered. 

Making Shows Your Way 

show that is entirely yours. You have tools to control how your slides 

appear, create custom motion, make your own special effects, add and edit 

music, and move your whole production into just about any final format 

you can imagine. 

l learn how it works, why, and some great shortcuts to 
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2. Getting Started 

Making a Simple Show from Start to Finish 

To help you become familiar with ProShow, we're going jump right in and 

walk you through the process of  making a very simple show.   By the end of 

this chapter, you'll learn the basics of working within ProShow and you'll 

have your very first show ready to share with friends, family or customers. 

cover the basics of: 

¶ Adding images to your shows 

¶ Changing slide and transition times 

¶ Previewing your shows 

¶ Choosing your transition effects 

¶ Adding effects to your images 

¶ Adding simple captions 

¶ Adding a soundtrack to your show 

Naturally, each of these topics will be covered in much greater detail later 

on in this User Guide.   
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Make a Show Right Away 

1. When  you first open ProShow,  you'll  be asked 
how you'd like to begin your new Slide Show. 
Select the Blank Show icon.  

2. In the Show Title box, give your  new show a 
name.  

3. Select the Aspect Ratio.  By default, it will be set to 16:9 
(Widescreen) as this is the most common for playback on most 
PCs, Televisions and Devices 

4. Once you press Create, you'll be in 
the main Workspace. This is where 
you'll  start out each time you are 
ready to make new show. 

5. Use the Folder List to browse for any 
folder on your PC that contains 
images. Try to find a folder with 100 
images or less in order to make your 
first show more quickly.  

6. When you select the desired folder  in 
the Folder List, right-click on any one 
of the thumbnails that appears in the 

File List below. 

7. Select Add All Files to Show from the sub-menu that appears. 
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Depending on the number of images in the selected folder, it may take a 

few moments to import everything into ProShow.  A progress bar will 

appear just below the File List  that will show you how far along you are in 

the import process.  

Once all of the images have been added as slides in your Slide List at the 

bottom of the screen, continue creating your first show by following the "1, 

2, 3" method.   

The "1, 2, 3" method uses some of the many keyboard shortcuts found in 

ProShow to randomly re-arrange the order or your images, add random 

motion effects to your images and randomly select transition effects to go 

in between each of your slides. 

1. Select every slide in your show by clicking on any slide and 
pressing CTRL + A. 

2. Randomize the order of your slides by pressing CTRL + Shift + 1. 

3. Add some random motion by pressing CTRL + Shift + 2. 

4. Finally, randomize the transition effects between slides by 
pressing CTRL + Shift + 3. 

With just a few simple steps, you now have a brand new slide show, 
complete with motion and transition effects. To see what you've created,  
click  the Play button that appears beneath the preview window.  
 

 
 

So there it is, you're very first show!   Now that you see how easy it is to get 

started,  let's dig a little deeper and get you on your way to doing even 

more with ProShow. 
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Begin With Basics 

In the quick introduction, you learned how to begin with a blank canvas 

and create a simple show by adding the entire contents of a folder.  Now 

let's focus on adding just the images you want to see. 

Locating Your Images 

The Folder List, which appears in the upper left corner of the main 

workspace, is almost exactly like any folder browser you use in Windows. 

ll notice that it shows you your hard drives, My 

Pictures folder, and more. You can think of this just like browsing around 

the contents of your system  it works the exact same way. 

Double-click on a folder to open it, and in that folder you can see any sub-

: 

Folder List, double-clicking on it, and 

choosing the sub-folder with your images from the list that shows up 
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On that same note, if you keep your images in a general folder on your hard 

drive, like C:\PhotoShoots\Wedding2012, you can access those just as you 

would in Windows.  Double-click on the C: entry, locat

folder,  

 
Note: 

familiar with this. 

 
When you have found a folder that contains images, the File List will show 

thumbnails of the images there. This gives you the ability to visually figure 

out which images you want to put in your show. 

 

Folder and File List Tips: 
 

¶ If you need more room to see folders, or files, you can adjust the 
size of the Folder List and File List.  Simply hover your mouse in 
between the two panes to activate the size arrows.  Click and drag 
up or down to achieve the desired size. 

¶ In the Files List, right-click to access the Files List sub-menu.  
From the sub-menu you can change the size of your thumbnails, 
see details for your files, change the sorting order and more.  
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Creating New Slides 

Go ahead and pick an image that you want to use to start your show. Once 

File List. 

Now click on it again, but hold your mouse button down. 

 

As you hold down the mouse button, move the mouse cursor over the Slide 

List, which is the blank bar at the bottom of the main workspace. The slide 

list looks like it contains a series of placeholder squares. 

When your mouse cursor is over the slide list, release the mouse button. 

Notice that ProShow creates a new slide using the image you chose. This 

process is called drag and drop .  Just drag an image, or images, from the 

File List and drop them into the slide list. ProShow will do the rest.  Double-

clicking on an image in the Files List will also add it your Slide List, but 

you'll most likely find drag and drop may be the better way to go. 
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Changing Slide and Transition Times 

it displays a thumbnail of the image, the slide number, and two values. 

These, by default, should by say 3.0. 

 

 

 

These time values are referring to seconds. The number at the bottom of 

your slide is your Slide Time or the length of time the slide is going to be 

displayed.  Again, by default, this is 3 seconds.  The number to the right of 

the slide is the Transition Time , or the amount of time it will take for this 

slide to transition into the next slide. 

Each slide will always have two time values. In this example, it means that 

the total time for your first slide is 6 seconds -the slide and transition times 

together.  If you want your slide to be longer or shorter, you can adjust the 

either time by clicking on the value and typing in any number you want. 

Remember that the time is calculated in seconds. 

Note: the 6 second total time is a default because it works well when used 

with a wide variety of effects and soundtracks.    generally just enough 

time to see a slide and appreciate the contents of a slide before moving on 

to another one.  
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Playing a Slideshow 

Now that you know how to locate your images,  add them to a show and 

perform some basic timing adjustments. Go ahead and add some more 

images to your new show. Once you have a good number images

a look at how the slideshow actually plays. 

Playing a Preview 

Go ahead and press the Play icon just below the Preview window.  You'll 

notice that the slide list displays slides, in order, from left to right.  The first 

slide in your show is number 1, on the far left. The last slide in your show will 

be on the far right. Playing a show is just a process of going through those 

slides in order, from start to finish.  

 

 

 
Preview Tip: 

¶ The Preview window is also perfect for browsing images in your 
File List before you add them to your Slide List. 
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As your show plays, you should see a playback indicator begin to move 

along the bar just above your Slide List.  

 

This indicator shows you what part of your show you are currently looking 

at.   As you preview your show, the indicator moves along the Slide List and 

shows you which slide in your show is currently being displayed in the 

Preview.  

Let's click on the Stop button to stop the Preview  playback. Now click on 

any slide in your show. Notice that the playback indicator appears at the 

beginning of the slide  telling you that the 

Preview window is currently showing you what is seen at the very 

beginning of that selected slide. 

You can also click and drag this indicator to see any part of your show in the 

Preview .  This is a great way to examine parts of your show in slow motion, 

and to make sure your shows look the way you want them to. Simply drag 

the playback indicator slowly through a slide to see how your images will 

appear in your show. 

You should use the Preview playback frequently as it will give you the 

chance to see how each show looks in real-time as you build it and make 

changes.   
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Working Counter-Clockwise 

You may have noticed that creating a slideshow is a counter-clockwise 

process as you move through the main Workspace. You start in the upper 

left corner with your Folder List, locate the images you want to use in the 

File List, drag and drop files down on to the Slide List , then up to check 

your show in the Preview , and back to the left to add more images.  

 

 

 

This is a constant cycle that you will use to build your shows, a few images 

at a time, until you have all of your desired content ready and loaded into 

ProShow . If you remember this counter-clockwise working pattern, it will 

help you begin to become comfortable with the main Workspace. 
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Pick a Transition Effect 

Every slide comes complete with a Transition  

the first slide in your show or the last  they all have a Transition  that 

appears at the end of the slide. 

As you've already seen,  the Transition Time is the amount of time it takes 

for your one slide to change to the next.  The Transition Effect  on the other 

hand, is the visual change that takes place as you go from one slide to the 

next.   Adjusting both the Transition  time and effect can make for some 

amazing results, so let's see how easy it is to select those effects. 

How to Pick a Transition Effect 

1. Click on the Transition Icon on the right side of 

the Slide Thumbnail, which is in the Slide List.  

2. From the Choose Transition window, browse 

through the categories and select a Transition .   

3. Double-click to apply the Transition, or press the Apply  button.  

There are over 400 built-in Transition Effects to choose from.  If you single-

click on any effect, at the top of the Choose Transition window, you will 

see a preview of what each Transition Effect will look like when applied to 

your slide.  If you like what you see,  simply press the Apply  button at the 

bottom or double-click on the desired effect.  

Note: you can change the Transition Effect  for multiple slides at once by 

selecting all of the slides you wish to change and clicking on the Transition 

Icon.  Once you choose the new Transition Effect , all selected slides will 

change to have the same effect. You can select multiple slides by holding 

CTRL on the keyboard and clicking on each one you want to select, or a 

range of them by clicking on the first slide you want to select and holding 

Shift  as you click on the last slide. All slides between the two will be 

selected. You can also select every slide in your show by clicking on a slide 

in the Slide List and pressing CTRL + A on your keyboard. 
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Adding Effects to Your Images  

Even if you are brand new to creating slideshows, chances are you are 

familiar with the "Ken Burns effect".  This refers the visual effect made 

popular by documentary filmmaker, Ken Burns that features still images 

panning and zooming as they appear on the screen. 

Earlier in this chapter you learned how to create your own "Ken Burns style" 

slideshow by using a keyboard shortcut to randomize the Pan, Zoom and 

Rotation of each of your selected images.   If you forgot the shortcut, don't 

worry, you can also right-click on any selected slide in your Slide List and 

choose the same randomize options from the sub-menu. 

 

 

 

Random motion effects are fine and can make for a very nice show, but 

what makes ProShow really fun is when you start using  Slide Styles.  First 

off, Slide Styles are effects that you can apply to any slide in your show.  

Secondly,  they are not random.  Slide Styles are effects that always look 

and behave the same way each time you use them.   They can be very 

simple (such as a pan from left to right),  or extremely complex (using 

multiple layers, color filters, advanced motion, etc)   

Slide Styles are covered in much more detail in Chapter 12, but for now,  

let's see just how easy it is to apply these effects to your slides. 
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How to Pick an  Effect 

1. In the main Workspace, take a look at the 
Toolbar just above the Folder List and 
Preview.  Click on the Effects (FX) icon.  This 

will open the Effects (FX) window.    

2. With the Slide Styles tab at the top selected, browse the 
categories and choose your desired effect. 

 

 

 

3. Press the Apply to Slide button.  You'll see a message letting you 
know that any other effects that exist for the selected slide will be 
replaced by the Slide Style you have chosen.   Press OK to apply 

the new Slide Style. 

4. Once you are finished applying your effects, press the Done 
button. 

Much like you saw earlier when choosing a Transition , the Effects (FX) 

window allows to browse effects by category and will show you a 

thumbnail preview of what the effect will look when once applied to your 

slide.    

As you click on each effect, more information about the effect will appear 

on the right side of the window, including: the name of the style, the 

number of layers you'll need for the effect,  the preferred image orientation 

and the optimal slide and transition times.  

Effects (FX) Tip:  

¶ If you have more than one slide selected in your Slide List, the 
same effect will be applied to each selected slide. 
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Customizing Slides 

Now that y timing and beginning to add 

effects, let's take a very quick look at customizing the slides in your show. 

Customization is where the real power of ProShow comes into play. You can 

adjust almost every aspect of the images and video clips that appear in your 

slides -including how they look in your show and how they move around 

the screen. 

Opening the Slide Options 

Slide Options window. 

There are several ways to 

fastest method available:   

Double-click on the any slide in your show.    

This will open the Slide Options. From this window, you can control how a 

slide appears in your show, including applying effects, adding captions, 

adding slide sounds, changing backgrounds and controlling motion.   

All of the Slide Options  will be covered in detail in later chapters, but for 

now, just note that the easiest way to access this window is by double-

clicking, and this is where you'll go to customize each slide. 
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Share Information with Text 

Using text isn't  mandatory in a show, but it is a great way to add a little 

extra information and expand your storytelling. 

To add text in ProShow, you'll use Captions By creating and working with 

captions you'll be able to do things like make title slides, add interesting 

information or comments during your show or create movie-style credits at 

the end of a slideshow.  

Captions are covered in more detail in Chapter 10, but for now, let's wrap 

up the simple show you have been building as we go.    

To get a sense of how captions work, add a title slide to the beginning 

of your show.  The goal of a title slide is act as an introduction.  Something 

that gives the audience a little information about the show they are about 

to watch.  Typically this will be something like "The Smith Wedding" or 

"Eric's Birthday". 

Making a Title Slide 

1. Double-click on the very first slide in your show.  This will open the 
Slide Options window. 

2. Locate the Captions pane on the left and press the Add (+) icon.   
You will now see the words "Blank 
Caption" appear.   

This doesn't mean the words "Blank 
Caption" will be in your show.  

 This is simply a placeholder in the 
Captions List showing you that you 
need to type something.  
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3. To the right of the Preview you'll find 
the Selected Caption Text pane.  
This is where you will type the text 
that you want to have in your title 
slide.     

Go ahead and type the words "My 
First ProShow". 

4. Just below that text area, you'll see 
the Caption Format  pane.  Use these 
options to select the font, size and 
color of your caption.  

 

5. Below the Preview you'll find the Caption Placement pane.  This 
is where you'll justify your text (left, center, etc) and adjust the 
position of your text.    

As you can see, using Captions in ProShow is similar adding text to any 

word processing program.   You begin with a blank field, you type in your 

text, and then you choose the font, size, and position of your caption. 

Creating Captions Tip: 

¶ You can adjust the position of  your caption simply by clicking and 
dragging the caption within the Preview. 

¶ Caption size can be changed by using the scroll wheel on your 
mouse.  Simply click on the caption in the Preview and scroll up 
or down until your caption reaches your desired size. 

If you 're following along in ProShow and want to make sure your title slide 

looks similar to the sample images; from the Font dropdown list,  select 

 

Once you have the font chosen, click on the size dropdown list and change 

the font size to something big enough for a title, try 36 or more.   If your 

preferred size isn't listed, you can also type in a number to get the perfect 

size for your show. 
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Now that you have the caption created and adjusted, go ahead and use the 

mouse to drag the caption in the preview window until you have it roughly 

 

here  just eyeball it. 

 

Adding Effects to Captions 

ill certainly look good and work just fine 

as it is. However, you can make it look even better by adding some effects. 

In ProShow, each caption has three Caption Behaviors.  These behaviors 

control what your captions do when the slide starts and ends, as well as 

what happens to the caption while the slide is playing.  You can think of 

Caption Behaviors as animated effects that you add to your text. 

In the Slide Options window, beneath the Preview, you'll find the Caption 

Behaviors options  

Click on the Fly In dropdown list to choose how your caption first appears 

in your slide.   You'll see that there are plenty of options, 

them all later, but for now, just choose Fade In from the list. 

lick on the Fly Out 

dropdown list. In this list, find the Fade Out option. Click on that to select it. 
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With these effects chosen, your caption will now fade into view at the 

beginning of the slide and fade out of view at the end. Without those 

effects in place, the caption would pop into view and abruptly disappear. 

These kinds of effects can give your captions a more natural and 

professional feel. 

To see how your slide will look with the newly added text effects, click the 

Play icon located at the bottom of the Slide Options window.  If you're 

happy with the results, press the OK button to close Slide Options. 

 

 

Round Out a Show with Audio 

d some music. Ideally, 

you'll want to choose a song that compliments the visuals.  For example, a 

good high energy song works well with a fast-paced show.    You can also 

try using songs that are clearly themed like Holiday music, or songs that 

feature lyrics that match the photos in your show.   For now,  pick any song 

you want so you can see how the process works and get this simple show 

all wrapped up.  
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ProShow supports almost all major digital audio formats, like MP3, WMA, 

M4A, OGG, and more. As long DRM1 software on 

 

Adding Music to Your Show 

Adding audio to your show works almost the same way as adding images. 

Simply use the Folder List and locate a folder where you store music.  

Once you have opened a folder that contains 

music, you will see those icons appear in the File 

List. Pick the song you want to use in your show. 

drop it into the Soundtrack Bar at the bottom of the workspace. The 

Soundtrack Bar is located just beneath the Slide List, and is labeled 

Soundtrack  

 

ProShow will begin importing the audio once you drag and drop it into 

place. This can take a few seconds or longer based on the length of the 

audio file. 

  

                                                                            
1 Digital Rights Management software is found on songs purchased from iTunes and 
other online music vendors. ProShow cannot use audio files that have DRM security 
installed in them. 
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 Getting 

audio into your shows is that simple.  

Synchronizing Your Music 

In almost all cases, your slideshow and music are going to be two different 

lengths.   In order to make your show and song end at the same time, we'll 

have to make some adjustments. 

Using what you've already learned so far, you could change the times for 

each slide and transition.  That would work,  but it's not very efficient and 

can be time consuming.    Instead, let ProShow do the work for you by 

performing a Quick Sync. 

At the very top of the workspace,  click on the Audio  entry in the Menu Bar. 

In the menu that appears, choose the option that says Quick Sync  Entire 

Show 
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ProShow will now adjust the times of your slides so that your music and 

your slides end at the same time.  

Use the scrollbar beneath the Slide List to scroll all the way to the end of 

the show. You will see the green waveform and the slides end at the same 

time. 

 
Quick Sync Tip: 
 

¶ Don't want to navigate?  Use the keyboard shortcut CTRL + Q  to 
do your next Quick Sync.  

 

Using Undo and Redo 

While making your show  probably make a few mistakes along the 

way. Thankfully ProShow has tools which are designed to help you get back 

on track quickly. 

The Undo option can be used at any time in ProShow by pressing CTRL + Z 

on the keyboard.  You can also select Edit > Undo from the Menu Bar. This 

option will reverse the last thing you did. 

Undo can be used multiple times in a row to undo a series of steps you may 

have changed. Just press CTRL + Z as many times as you want to undo 

changes. 

The Redo option, done by pressing CTRL + Y, will undo your Undo 

Redo to bring it back. 
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Save Your Show 

You've covered all of the basics of making a slideshow, now don't  forget to 

save your work! 

To save a show, click on the Save icon in the Toolbar  and 

choose a location on your hard drive to save the show file.   

You can also use CTRL + S, or the File > Save options from 

the Menu Bar. 

 

Try to remember where you save your shows for future access.   We 

\My 

Documents\  

 

Publish and Share Your Show  

If you have been following along, you should now have a complete show 

that features all of the elements of a fully produced slideshow: images, 

effects, captions, and music. The next step...publish your show into a format 

that you can share with others. 

around your PC, after all. 

Publish Options 

Publishing the process that takes the shows you create in ProShow and 

outputs them into a sharable format such as DVD or as a YouTube video, 

etc.  

 a DVD of the show you 

just created.    Just about everyone has a DVD player so it makes an ideal 

choice for a show that almost anyone can watch. 
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Creating a DVD 

Once the show is saved, in the Toolbar at the top of the 

Workspace, click on the DVD icon. This will open the Create 

DVD window 

 

The Create DVD window offers quite a few options 

new show on a disc. 
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Under the Menus tab, you have a range of choices available that you'll use 

to  customize the menu that appears when you put the disc in the drive. 

First, pick a background for your menu.  There are several built-in options 

that appear in the Menu Themes list on the right side of the window. 

Choose any background that you like.  Next, down toward the bottom left 

you'll find the Menu Settings pane.   Locate the Title  field and give your 

 

Now grab a blank DVD and insert that disc 

done reading the blank disc, click on the Create button in the lower right 

corner of the options window. 

Rendering and Viewing 

Congratulations, you've covered all of the basics!  Once you press Create, 

ProShow takes care of the rest.   First ProShow will go through a rendering 

process.  This involves converting your show into a video file that will 

appear on your DVD.  

Once the rendering is finished, ProShow will then burn the disc and let you 

 Once the disc is done, pop it into your DVD player 

and enjoy your first show! 

In the next few chapters you'll find in-depth information and tips about all 

aspects of the program. 

For now, go ahead and close your show by using the keyboard shortcut 

CTRL + W, or by using the File option in the Menu Bar and selecting Close. 
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3. The Main Workspace 

Every Tool at Your Fingertips 

The main Workspace is designed to give you quick access to every option 

that can be used in ProShow.  Whether you use the options found in the 

Menu Bar, the icons in the Toolbar , or keyboard shortcuts, everything you 

need is just a few clicks away. 

 

 

To make things even better, you can fully customize and control how your 

main workspace looks. Each aspect of the workspace can be broken out and 

used as a stand-alone window, letting you take advantage of extra work 

space or multiple monitors. In this chapter, you will learn what is what in the 

main workspace, how to access the various options found there, and how to 

customize your own workspace. 
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Elements of the Main Workspace 

Every major aspect of the main workspace is named and clearly defined to 

what each section of the main workspace is called and where you can find 

it. 

The Menu Bar 

 

In the upper-left corner of the workspace, you will find the Menu Bar. The 

Menu Bar is a standard feature found in almost all Windows applications. 

Here you can access almost every feature within ProShow using the 

main menu. Each category contains a certain set of options: 

 
File contains all of the options related to your show files and their 

management. Here is where you will find options to open, create and 

save your shows.  

Edit contains options for changing aspects of your show. You will find 

tools like copy & paste, undo & redo, combining slides, copy effects as 

well as the Preferences for ProShow. 

Show gives you quick access to the tools which impact your whole 

show. From here you can open the Show Options window and set a 

show title, show background or manage your soundtrack.  You'll also 

find Play/Pause/Stop and Full Screen options for playing shows in the 

Preview window. 

Slide is similar to the Show menu option, as it gives you quick access to 

your Slide Options window.  Additionally you can add/remove slides, 

flag slides, navigate between slides and apply effects to slides from 

here. 
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Audio  contains all of your sound tools. Here you can open your 

soundtrack options for your show, add new music to your show from 

CD, match beats to slide timing with the Record Slide Timing feature, 

and perform a Quick Sync of your show and music. 

Tools is where you'll go to manage your effects, manage Media 

Sources, create new effects, revert to backups, collect show files or find 

any files that may be missing when you open a show.  

Publish features  all of the output options available once you are ready 

to publish and share your shows.  From here you can go directly to 

Create DVD, Create Blu-ray, Upload to YouTube or Facebook options 

and more. 

Window is where all of your options to view/hide menus, toolbars, and 

window arrangements are found.  This is also where you can save and 

restore window layouts. 

Help is where you can open the built-in help guide, enter your 

registration information, contact support and check for upgrades. 

Menu Bar. In fact, we 

have summed up quite a few of the features of ProShow in just that 

only need to use the menu bar as it helps you. 

The Toolbar 

 

Beneath the menu bar is a bar that contains a series of icons. This is your 

Tool bar. The Toolbar has a lot of similarities to the menu bar, but it's 

designed to give you even faster access to the 

use over and over again.  

 at what each button does. 



 
44 3. The Main Workspace 

¶ New opens the New Slide Show window.  From here you can 
chose to use the Wizard, start a new show from scratch, or open a 
previously saved show. 

¶ Open allows you to browse your system for a saved show file, to 
open a show you were working on previously. 

¶ Save 
created. If you click this with a brand new show, it will ask you 
where you want to save that file, and what you want to call it. 
Clicking it with a show that has already been saved will update 
that existing save file. 

¶ Wizard opens the ProShow Wizard.  Use the Wizard to create a 
complete show, or use it as a starting point for show creation.  If 
you click this icon with a show open, ProShow will close the open 
show and start a new show using the Wizard. 

¶ Add Blank will add a Blank Slide  to the show you are currently 
working on. 

¶ Add Title  will add a Title Slide to the show you are currently 
working on.    This is very similar to adding a Blank Slide.  
However, in addition to inserting a new slide in your show, the 
Slide Options window will open and you'll be ready to begin 
typing your text right away.  

¶ Remix is a great tool that will use the Wizard to create, or redo 
effects on any slides you have selected in your show.  You can 
remix one slide or a range of slides.  

¶ Edit Slide opens the Slide Options window, which is where you 
go to create and customize the effects for each slide.   

¶  Effects (FX) opens the Effects (FX) window.  From here you can 
apply slide styles and/or transitions to any slides you have 
selected in the Slide List.  If you have a range of slides selected, 
whatever effect you choose will be applied to all of the selected 
slides. 
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¶ Show Opt will open the Show Options window, which is where 
you configure settings that impact your whole show at once. This 
includes things like your show title, aspect ratio, background and 
soundtrack. 

¶ Music opens the Show Options window and takes you directly to 
the Soundtrack  area.  From here you can add or remove songs, 
change the order in which they appear in your show, or edit your 
soundtrack settings. 

¶ Sync Music opens the Synchronize Show to Soundtrack 
window.  From here you can adjust exactly how you'd like your 
show and soundtrack to line up with each other. 

¶ Publish opens the Publish Your Show window.  From here, 
choose the output that works best for you and your audience.  

¶ DVD takes you directly to the Create a DVD menu. 

¶ Blu-ray takes you directly to the Create a Blu-ray menu. 

¶ Executable opens up the options window for Create an 
Executable. 

¶ Video opens the Video for Web, Devices and Computers 
window.  From here, simply select the format that best matches 
how you plan to share the slideshow. 

¶ The YouTube and Facebook icons will create a video clip of your 
show and upload it directly to your online account. Simply add a 

little information about the slideshow and press Upload. 

The Information Bar 

Just beneath the toolbar is a small, but important, section called the 

Information Bar

on, as well as how many slides are currently in the show, and how many 

audio tracks are in the show. You'll also see the length of those elements to 

get a quick, at-a-glance summary of exactly what makes up your show. 
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Information Bar  for a new show 

is always "ProShow Slideshow". You can change that quickly by double-

clicking on the title and making changes to your Show Settings. 

The Slide List 

The Slide List is the bar at the bottom of the main Workspace where your 

slide thumbnails are displayed.  From here you can change the order of 

slides, adjust timing or even change your transition effects.  

 

The Slide List is numbered from left to right, just like you would read. When 

you create new slides, they appear at number 1, on the far left, and increase 

in number as you add more slides. Playing the show starts at the beginning 

of the Slide List and plays your slides in order from left to right. Creating a 

show is just a process of sequentially creating the slides you want to see in 

the Slide List. For 

cover that in another chapter. 

The Soundtrack Bar 

The Soundtrack Bar appears just beneath the slide list, and is labeled 

Soundtrack  is where you can drag and drop audio files to add them 

 Double-click any 

track in the Soundtrack Bar to adjust its options. 
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histogram of the audio, making it easy to see where the music ebbs and 

swells as it plays during your show.  To get a better look at the waveform, 

press the Tab key or click on the  Slide List and Timeline  tabs that appear 

at the top of the Slide List. 

 

As you add multiple tracks, the waveforms will alternate in color: green, 

blue, green, blue etc.  If any of your slides feature a slide sound (such as a 

voice-over or sound effect), those sounds alternate in color as red, yellow, 

red, yellow, etc. 

The Preview Window 

The Preview is where you can see enlarged versions of your images and 

slides as you select them in the main Workspace.  Additionally, this is 

where your show is displayed when you play back and watch your show as 

you build it.   During playback, what you see in the workspace Preview is 

what your audience will see once you publish and share your show. 

Just beneath the main display area of the Preview window, you will see 

playback controls for your show. The Play button starts playing the preview 

of your show. During playback this will change to a Pause button, allowing 

you to temporarily stop the playback. Stop will end the preview playback. 

The Advance Left and Right arrow buttons move you to the first or last 

slide in your show.   

The final icon you'll see is the Full Screen Playback icon.   Notice that the 

arrows will point outward if Full Screen Playback is not selected (outward, 

meaning you can make it bigger).  When the arrows point inward, that  

indicates that Full Screen Playback is active (inward, meaning you can 

make the preview smaller).  
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Full Screen Playback  of a Show 

1. Make sure you have at least one slide in 
your show. 

2. Click the Full Screen Playback icon 

beneath the Preview window 

or... 

1. Right-click on the Preview window. 

2. Click on Full Screen Playback to toggle it on. 

To exit Full Screen Playback, just press ESC on your keyboard.  If you want 

to turn off full screen playback, simply repeat the steps above.  

Next to the playback control buttons, y  also see two numbers.   The 

number to the left of the "/" is the spot in your show that is currently visible 

in the Preview th of a second.  To the right of the 

"/" is the total  length of your show. 

On the bottom right-hand side of the Preview you'll see even more 

information about your slides as they become visible in the Preview 

including: 

¶ Number of the slide currently visible in the Preview 

¶ Total number of slides in your show 

¶ Number of layers in the slide currently visible in the Preview 

¶ Number of slides selected in the Slide List 

¶ Total length of the selected slide(s). 

¶ Transition effect for the slide currently visible in the Preview 



 
49 49 

 

 

Above the controls, you'll also see a slider bar.  In addition to being a visual 

representation of where you are in your show, it can also be used to control 

playback. Simply click and drag the slider to scrub backwards and forwards 

through your show. 

The Folder List 

The Folder List is found beneath the information bar on the upper left side 

of the main Workspace. This is part of two sections that are used to locate 

your images, audio, and video files to use in your show.  

 

 

 

The Folder List works just like Explorer in Windows. That is, you can see all 

of the folders on your hard drive and other connected storage. You double-

click on those folders to open and browse through them. Once you have 

found a folder that contains media you want to use, click on it in the Folder 

List. From there, those files that ProShow can use will appear just beneath 

it, in the File List. 
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You can right-click in the Folder List to add and remove folders, fine-tune 

the way the Folder List looks, or add commonly used folders to your 

Favorites. 

Note: Folder List, which shows up as Media 

Sources. This entry is for any content you may have purchased or 

downloaded to add into ProShow. If you install a Media Source DVD 

content pack, or download content from the Photodex servers, you will find 

those listed there. 

By right-clicking on the Media Source folder, you can open the Manage 

Media Sources window.  From here you can see which titles you have, 

where they are located on your machine and add or remove your Media 

Source titles. 

The File List 

want to use in your show, you'll see those files appear in the File List. This is 

located  just beneath the Folders List 

By default, the File List shows your images as thumbnails.  These smaller 

versions of your images are used to help you identify your content more 

quickly, and without having to memorize file names.   You will also see 

digital audio files like MP3 and WAV files using their standard icons. Video 

files will also appear as icons.  

ProShow will only display file types that it recognizes in the File List. For 

example, if you have some unrecognized file types in the same folder with 

your images, those files will not appear in the File List

though,  ProShow supports almost any media file you can throw at it.  
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You can also control how your files are shown and organized in the file list. 

This is done by right-clicking anywhere inside the File List.  

 

 

 

Once you do this, you will see a sub-menu with a series of options.  At the 

bottom of the sub-menu, you will the following options: 

You can also control how your files are shown and organized in the file list. 

This is done by right-clicking anywhere inside the File List.  

Once you do this, you will see a sub-menu with a series of options.  At the 

bottom of the sub-menu, you will the following options: 

Sort will let you change the order of the files that appear in your file list. 

This is set to Name (numeric) by default, which means that numbered files 

show in order, followed by named files in alphabetical order. You can 

change to almost any sorting order, including sorting by the date the file 

was created. This can help keep your images in chronological order. 

View allows you to check whether you want to see small versions of your 

images, or thumbnails, or a list of file names and other information, without 

thumbnails.  Select the one that is most useful to you. 
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Also found under the View option is the ability to change the Thumbnail 

Size for images that appear in the File List.  

Choose the size value that captures the best blend of size and space for 

your file list.  ProShow saves these sorting and other File List preferences 

for you automatically, so next time you open the program they will remain 

this way. 

In the Preferences

customizing how your thumbnails appear. These 

options include custom thumbnail sizes as well as 

options for what information appears below each file. 

That includes things like filename, date, size, and more. 

For more information on changing your preferences, 

see Chapter 21. 

There are also several other options available by right-

clicking in the File List  including, Add to Show, Add 

All  Files to a Show and Add As One New Slide 

Selecting File also gives you the options to view more 

details about each file, delete a file from the folder, or 

edit your files in an external editing program . 

  



 
53 53 

Using the File List to Identify Files Added to a Show 

appear with a green check mark and a number on the lower right corner of 

the image. This is a great way to tell, at-a- dded that 

file to your show or not.  

If you use any content more than once, the number of times that image, 

video clip or audio track appears in the show will be shown next to the 

green check mark. 

 

 

 

Main Workspace Tip: 

 

¶ If you need more room to see folders, or files, you can adjust the 
size of the Folder List and File List.  Simply hover your mouse in 
between the two panes to activate the size arrows.  Click and drag 
up or down, or left and right to achieve the desired size. 

¶ When in doubt, Right-Click! You can right-click on just about 
everything in ProShow, and in almost all cases, this will help you 
find what you are looking for in any pane.  Plus, you'll often find 
additional options.  
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The Progress Bar 

The Progress Bar is a simple, but still useful, part of the main Workspace 

The Progress Bar appears just beneath the file list and above the Slide List 

and acts and an indicator when ProShow is loading something.  

Refer to the Progress Bar to see how far along your show loading is going, 

how long a video clip is going to take to import, etc.  

ProShow. 

 

Optional Workspace Elements 

In addition to the areas of the three Workspaces ere 

are two additional areas that you can optionally display. These areas are not 

visible by default, but can be turned on by selecting Window > Show from 

the Menu. Bar.    

The Lightbox 

The Lightbox  is a different way of looking at your slides. Unlike the Slide 

List, which shows all your slides in one long horizontal list, the Lightbox  

shows your slides in multiple rows, allowing you to see more at a time.  

The Lightbox  provides all the same functionality as the standard Slide List. 

You can have both open at the same time, and can switch back and forth 

anytime. 
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Note: The Lightbox  can be especially useful if you have multiple monitors. 

To make the best use of your screens, try tearing out the Lightbox  (see 

Tearing Out Workspace Panes section of this chapter) and placing it on 

your second monitor. 

 

Favorites 

The Favorites list is a list of bookmarks for frequently used folders. 

 If you always access the same folders to get content for your show, try 

enabling Favorites. You can right-click on any folder in the Folder List to 

add it to your favorites. 

Within Favorites, you can right-click to add folders, which allow you to 

categorize your favorites by dragging them into folders. 

By default, the Favorites list will 

automatically populate with 

tly 

used. This is an option you can 

turn on or off from the 

Preferences. See Chapter 21 for 

information on changing 

preferences. 
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The Slide Inspector  

The Slide Inspector provides detailed information about each slide as you 

design your show. 

Beginning with the slide name and the position of the slide in the show.   

Next you'll see the Slide Summary.  Here you'll find details that include: 

¶ The name of any Slide Style applied to the 
slide 

¶ The Duration of the slide (including the 
transition times both in and out of the slide) 

¶ The Timing  of the slide relative to its position 
in the show 

¶ The type and length of the Transition In  

¶ The type and length of the Transition Out  

¶ Special Notes  for the slide.  Typically you'll 
see this if there is a slide sound or custom 
background  

 

Below the summary, you'll find the Layers and Captions information for 

the slide.  This tells you how many layers and captions can be found in each 

slide. 

At the bottom of the Slide Inspector you'll see any Notes that have been 

added to the slide.  If no Notes have been added, the Notes pane will not 

be visible. 
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Publishing Formats 

The Publishing Formats  pane makes 

selecting the output option that's best 

for you even easier.    

When turned on, the  Publishing 

Formats options will appear to the right 

of the Preview. Simply scroll down the 

list to select your preferred method and 

press Create when you're your ready to 

publish your show. 

 

The Size Meter 

This optional element will appear just above the Slide List.  You can think of 

the Size Meter as being a guide for the actual file size of your show. Notice 

that it shows an output format on the left side of it, with a series of 

guidelines and number markings.  This is showing you the total allowed size 

for a particular format. 

 

 

 

The Size Meter updates as you work on your show, letting you know if your 

show will fit in a particular format. For example, the DVD indicator lists 

values from 0 to 4.1 gigabytes, which is the max that you can fit on a DVD. If 

fit on the disc. 

To change the format type shown by the Size Meter, just click on it. You 

can cycle through the various options to find the one that is relevant for 

you.     
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Customizing the Workspaces 

Now that you have a sense of what each pane in the main Workspace does, 

feel free to customize and adjust the panes to suit your own personal 

preferences. 

Most of the sections in a W  This means that they 

can be taken out of their normal spot, placed elsewhere,  and used as 

individual windows.  This gives you the chance to completely re-arrange the 

windows layout and come up within a workspace that makes the most 

sense to you. 

Tearing Out Workspace Panes 

Tearing out a pane in the main workspace is as simple as click and drag.  

Try it with the slide list. If you look on the upper left edge of the Slide List, 

Slide List

You will see an outline of the Slide List appear as you move your mouse 

around.  
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Move your mouse far enough and release the button, and your Slide List 

will appear in an independent window. The Slide List has now been torn 

out of the Workspace and you can place this wherever you want, even on 

another monitor if you have more than one hooked up.  

Using Workspace Layouts 

The ability to reposition and hide/show  the assorted panes in the 

Workspace  means that you can customize the window layout to best fit 

your needs.  But what happens if your needs change based on the type of 

show you are making?  Don't worry, ProShow has a solution for this.  

You can save your custom Workspace at any time, and load that layout 

whenever you need it.  

Saving a Custom Workspace 

Once you have arranged your Workspace in a way that you like, you can 

save that Window Layout  for future use: 

1. Click on Window  in the Menu Bar. 

2. Choose Save Window 
Layout  from the menu that 
appears. 

3. Enter a name for your 
layout and click on Save. 

Your layout has now been saved.  

The next time you open ProShow that custom Workspace and Window 

Layout will appear.  

 If you tinker with your layout one day and want to restore your Workspace 

to your custom layout, simply choose Load Window Layout from the same 

menu. 
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Loading a Custom Workspace 

You can load any saved Window Layout  at any time. 

1. Click on Window  in the Menu Bar. 

2. Click on Load Window Layout 

3. Selec  

4. Click Apply  to apply the custom Workspace. 

Normally you will not need to access these files directly, but in the event 

you need to, window 

application data folder. This folder is the standard location for saving 

program settings that are shared between users.  Saved layouts are stored 

as .DPR files in the Window Layouts folder.  

Restoring the Workspace to Defaults 

If you experiment with different Workspace layouts and decide that you 

prefer the standard look, you can always restore your window layout to the  

defaults settings: 

1. Click on Window  in the 

Menu Bar. 

2. Click on Default Window 
Layout . 

 

Your workspace will now be reverted back to the standard ProShow 

window layout. 
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4. Show Options 

The Foundation of a Show 

You can think of ProShow as working on three levels. You have ProShow 

which encases all of the options and tools you use to create shows. Within 

ProShow you have the show you are working on. Show Options are used to 

control all of the broad settings and features about a show you are creating. 

Within your show are slides, and Slide Options are used to control 

individual slides as part of your show. 

The relationship looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This means that the Show Options are responsible for controlling and 

adjusting settings that apply to your whole show at once rather than 

individual slides. 

These tools give you a variety of broad settings to adjust. For example, you 

can change the aspect ratio of your show all at once by adjusting that 

setting in the Show Options. The basic rule of thumb is that any setting 

which applies to your whole show will be found in the Show Options 

window. 

ProShow 

Customize with Preferences 

 

Show 
Customize with Show Options 

 

Slides 
Customize with Slide Options 
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Locating the Show Options 

You can open the Show Options window in a variety of different ways.  

To Open the Show Options 

Choose from any of the following methods 

¶ In the main Workspace, Click on the Show Opt 
icon in the Toolbar . 

¶ Double-click on the Information Bar . This is a shortcut designed 
to open the Show Options  window with the Title  text selected in 

the Show Setup pane. 

¶ Use the Keyboard Shortcut and press CTRL + H . 

¶ In the Menu Bar, select Show Settings , Show Background, 
Soundtrack, Set Show Thumbnail or Set Show Title.  

Any of the above will get you into the Show Options window. 
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What You Can Do with Show Options 

There are four basic show elements that you can configure from the Show 

Options  window.   

¶ Show Settings - Name a show, select the thumbnail image for a 
show,  choose the aspect ratio, adjust the TV Safe Zone, and add 
any general notes for the show. 

¶ Background - By default, the show background is black.  Using 
this tab, you can select another color or choose an image or 
gradient to appear as the background for each slide in your show.   

¶ Soundtrack - From here you can Add (+) or Remove (-) songs, 
change the order of songs, and control the volume and fades of 
the songs that appear in your show's soundtrack. 

 

Show Settings 

When you build a new show from scratch, 

the Show Options and take a look at the Show Settings before you dive in 

to show creation.  

Let's take a look at the key ingredients you should visit before building your 

show. 

The Show Title and Notes 

You read earlier in the manual that when creating a new blank show, 

ProShow will prompt you for a show title and aspect ratio.   Unfortunately, 

most people tend to skip this part,  click Ok and move on to making the 

show. 
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Try not to overlook this.   Setting the Title  adding Notes are great ways to 

keep your shows organized.   Especially if you choose a useful name that 

helps identify what the show is all about.  "Timmy's 5th Birthday" for 

example. 

Notes are also quite useful, especially if make and re-use shows 

commercially, or find yourself needing to edit shows later on.   You can use 

Notes to remind you of pacing, music or effects that work best in the show.   

images." etc.  

To Change a Show Title and Add Notes 

1. Click on the Show Opt icon in the Toolbar . 

2. Click on the Show Settings tab in the upper left corner. 

3. In the Show Setup pane, chose a 

Title  for your show.   

4. Enter any notes about your show 
in the Notes2 field. 

 

 

 

Aspect Ratio for your show. 

  

                                                                            
2 Show Notes are never visible to someone watching the show. They only appear for 
you when editing the actual show file. 
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Setting or Changing the Aspect Ratio 

The Aspect Ratio refers to the physical dimensions of your show in width 

and height as it will appear on a display.   When possible, it's always best to 

set the Aspect Ratio to match the display your show will be viewed on. 

There are three options to choose from in ProShow. 

¶ 16:9 (Widescreen): This is the aspect ratio of modern televisions, 
many handheld devices and many computer monitors (it is also 
the default for new shows).   than it is tall and gives 
your shows a more cinematic look. Modern televisions and pretty 
much anything "HD" will feature a widescreen aspect ratio. 

 

 

¶ 4:3 (TV):  This is the standard aspect ratio for older televisions and 
older computer monitors. The shape is almost a square and is 
what most people think of when you think of a tube television. 
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¶ Custom: selecting a custom Aspect Ratio allows you to set your 
show for use with any dimensions you might need.   For example, 
if you plan to show off your work on 19" monitor that has a pixel 
resolution of 1440 x 900, you would want to choose an aspect 
ratio of 16:10.   

Remember, when possible you should always try to match the Aspect Ratio 

of the show to the display the show will be viewed on.   When you mix 

aspect ratios, your shows can end up looking a little odd. 

For example, if you create a show using 4:3 and play it on a widescreen 

television,  based on how the television is configured, the show will either 

be stretched out to fill the screen, or will appear as a smaller box in the 

middle of the TV. 

Alternatively, playing a 16:9 show on a standard 4:3 TV will make the picture 

look squashed  too thin compared to how it should look since the wide 

picture is getting compressed into a smaller width.  

On some more modern TVs it might also cause the display to be 

hich is when black bars appear above and below the 

screen. 

Note: you can change the aspect ratio of your show at any time during 

show creation, however this does change the size of your slides.   

 If you change the aspect ratio, some adjustments and tweaking might be 

needed in order to make sure everything looks the way you expect. You can 

easily make a show in both widescreen and regular TV formats by making 

two versions of the show  one in each aspect ratio. Choice is never a bad 

thing to give your audience. 
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The Show Thumbnail 

Your Show Thumbnail 

represent your show on the menu you create for your show, assuming you 

include one. 

By default, the Show Thumbnail will be an image from the first slide in your 

in the show or a completely different image. 

To Change the Show Thumbnail 

1. In Show Thumbnail pane, click the Set Thumbnail button.  

2. In the Set Show Thumbnail window, choose either Image from 
File   or  Slide from Show (this option requires a show to be open 
first). 

a. If you chose Image from File click on the Browse 
button and locate the image you want to use for your 
thumbnail. 

b. If you chose Slide from Show, use the slider to find a 
slide in the show that you want to use and click on it. 

3. When you're done, click Ok at the bottom of the Show Options 
window.  
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The Safe Zone 

The Show TV Safe Zone in Previews option is designed to help you make 

sure that all of the important parts of your show are going to be seen 

regardless of the type of display being used. 

A little Safe Zone history lesson - Older model televisions used big picture 

tubes. These tubes were held in place by plastic bezels that wrapped 

around the front edges of the glass picture tubes. In most cases, these 

plastic edges would actually cover up some of the display area of the 

up the entire picture tube area.   

The Safe Zone is a border that you can use as a visual guide to help you 

estimate what parts of the slide frame might be cut off by an older 

television like this. When you enable this option in ProShow, in the Preview 

you will see a pattern of diagonal lines around the outside edge.  This is the 

area defined as the Safe Zone.  If you're concerned that parts of your show 

may be cut off when viewed, simple enable this option and keep your the 

best parts of your show confined to this area. 

The Show TV Safe Zone in Previews pane gives you the horizontal and 

vertical sizes of the Safe Zone in percentages of the total slide frame. You 

can change these if you feel that the Safe Zone 

you want.  
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Note: the Safe Zone defaults were created after some extensive research 

there. 

You can use the visual indicator for the Safe Zone to plan how you want 

your layers to appear or you can choose to scale your layers directly to the 

Safe Zone using the Scaling option found in the Slide Options window. 

For more information on Scaling see Chapter 8. 

What if you want your photos to perfectly fill the TV screen? Unfortunately, 

 If you choose to fit your images to the 

Safe Zone, it may look correct on some TVs and wrong on others since 

every TV is different. Fitting to the Safe Zone may result in some TVs still 

clipping the edges of your photos, while other TVs show a border where 

 

Since newer flat- Safe Zone issues and PC 

playback (video clips, EXEs, Presenter shows, 

issues at all, you may be better off fitting your images to the entire frame. 

Some old TVs may clip the edges of your photos, but newer TVs and 

everyone viewing your show on a computer will see perfectly fitted images. 

Remember that the Safe Zone is only a guide. The display area which might 

exact.  
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Randomizing Transition Effects 

ProShow will normally choose from over 400 built-in transitions when you 

randomize any transitions in your show. desired 

option. 

You can limit which transitions ProShow will randomly select  by using the 

Set Random Transitions option. This will let you filter which transitions 

ProShow will be allowed to use if you decide to randomize the transitions in 

that show. 

 

 

 

To Select Random Transition Effects 

1. In the Show Setup pane, click the 

Set Random Transition s button. 

2. Check any transitions that you would 
like to use, and uncheck those that 

 

3. Click on Apply  to save the changes 
for that show. 
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If you find that you want to check or uncheck a large number of effects, try 

starting with All or None icons at the bottom and then selecting your 

preferred transition effects. 

Note: random transition effects are only used if you decide to randomize 

the transitions that are being used for your slide(s). The options you set here 

transitions settings are saved per show. If you want to use that same set of 

transitions for multiple shows you must click on Save as Default to make 

your selections the normal transition effects options for all future shows. 

You can also set the default random transitions for all shows using the 

Preferences. See Chapter 26. 

Show Information 

On right side of the window you'll find the Show Information  pane.   Here 

you can see a number of details about you show, including:  

¶ The show name 

¶ The number of slides in the show 

¶ The total duration of the show 

¶ The average number of slides per minute 

¶ The number of flagged slides 

¶ The file name and file path where you show is saved 

¶ The date and time the show was last saved 

¶ The version of ProShow used when the show was last saved  

Show Background 

The background that appears behind all of the layers on your slide is set 

here in the Show Options. Normally the background is just a solid black 

color but you can change it to be anything you want. Images, other solid 

colors, and gradients will all work as backgrounds. 

Choosing the background you want to use is as simple as picking which of 

the three you want. 
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To Set a Show Background 

1. Click on the Background  tab in the Show Options  window. 

 

 

2. In the Background Source pane, select the radio button for the 

type of background you want: Solid Color or Image. 

a. If you choose Solid Color click on Set to choose the 

color you want to use and click on Set Color to lock it in. 

b. If you choose Image you can browse your system for the 
image you want to use by clicking on Browse, locating 

the image, and clicking on Open. 

 

 

3. Once you have chosen your background it will appear behind the 
layers in all slides of your show. 

 
If you select Image as your background type, 

Adjustments  and Editing Tools options become available. These settings 

background. To learn more about how to use these tools see Chapter 8. 
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The background you specify in Show Options will be applied to all slides. If 

you want a different background on just a few slides, you can override the 

background for individual slides from within Slide Options. 

For example, you could set a default background for your entire show using 

Show Options, and then use the individual Slide Options to set different 

background for just your title slides. 

The Show Soundtrack 

The Soundtrack  area is where you'll go to configure all of the options for 

the soundtrack that will play during your show.  

The Soundtrack  options are varied and powerful enough that there is an 

entire chapter dedicated to the subject. Please take a look at Chapter 11 for 

more information. 

To Add a Soundtrack in Show Options 

1. Click on the Add (+) icon at the top of the Soundtrack  List. 

 

2. Select Add Sound File from the sub-menu to browse your 
computer.   

3.  Once you find your desired sound files, click the Windows Open 
button.    You can add one sound at a time or multiple tracks at 
once. 

4. Use the Add (+), Remove (-) or Up and Down icons to change 
your selections or rearrange the order of your songs.  
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To Duplicate a Soundtrack in Show Options 

¶ Right-click on the sound in the Soundtrack  List and select 
Duplicate . 

Additional Show Options 

To borrow from a famous movie, if you right-click, features will come.  Just 

like in other parts of ProShow, there are a few extras hidden in the Slide 

Options window.   

To access these features, you must first click on the Background  tab in 

order to display the Preview pane.  

Composition Lines  

You have the option to enable a series of visual lines which can help you 

arrange your slides more precisely. This feature is called Composition Lines 

and can be enabled in the Preview window for both the Show and Slide 

Options . 
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To turn on Composition Lines, just right click in the Show Options 

Preview pane and choose Show Composition Lines from the menu you 

see. This will cause the blue lines to appear. Notice that they divide your 

slide into thirds both horizontally and vertically. This is specifically to help 

you follow the Rule of Thirds by balancing the elements on your slide. 

Object Outlines 

By default, all objects that you add to a slide will have  Object Outlines 

enabled.  These outlines are there to help you identify and work with layers 

and captions in the Slide Options preview.  

If you would rather not see the outlines, right click in the Show Options 

Preview and uncheck  Show Object Outlines. 

 

 

 

New Show Basics 

As you read in previous chapters,  Show Options doesn't have to be your 

first step when making a new show. However, as these settings form the 

foundation of your show, you should definitely address these settings 

before getting too far into the show creation process.  
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As a recap, here are the key items you should really focus on: 

¶ Choose a Title for your show.  Something that helps you organize 
your work and can serve as a quick reminder about the subject or 
content of the show. 

¶ Select the Aspect Ratio for your show.  Doing this in advance 
goes a long way towards making you show it's best during 
playback. 

¶ Choose a Show Thumbnail  for your show based on how you 
want it to appear in DVD or Blu-ray menus. 

¶ Double-check the Safe Zone to make sure nothing important will 
be cut off during playback. 

¶ Leave yourself Notes and keep track of the images or effects that 
work best for each show you create. 
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5. Understanding ProShow 

ProShow Explained 

ProShow works 

grasp the assembling of shows and timing effects.  

how slide times are tied together with other elements in the slide.  Later,  

we'll move on to some advanced concepts that deal with your slides and 

with your shows as a whole.  Next, 

shows and uses all of files that you include in the shows you build. 

Wh in a Show 

moment to look at exactly what makes up a show. It may seem obvious, but 

understanding the elements of a show and how they relate is an essential 

first step. 

A show is made up of slides.  

¶ Each slide has its own time that controls how long the slide is 
visible. 

¶ Between slides are transitions, which control how slides blend 
together. Each transition has its own time and effect. 

¶ Slides are made up of layers, captions , a background  and 
optionally, a slide sound. 
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Each slide can have any number of layers 

¶ A layer can be a photo or a video. ProShow treats them basically 
the same. 

¶ Each layer can be customized separately. Motion and adjustments 
can be set for each layer independently. 

Captions are basically layers of text that you add to a slide. Each slide can 
have any number of captions.   

¶ Captions can have effects applied that control how they appear 
and move. 

¶ Captions always appear above all of the layers in your slide. 

A single background can be set for each slide, or the background for the 

show can be used. 

A single sound effect can be added to each slide for voiceovers or effects. 

Styles can be applied to Slides.  Styles are effects that control the settings 

for all of the elements within a slide.   These effects can be motion effects, 

color adjustments, etc. 
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Slide Order and Timing 

learned that your slides play in order from left to right, just 

like you read across a page. The first slide in your show will always be Slide 1 

and your show will always play slides in consecutive order.   

Changing Slide Order 

order as you see fit. There are few different ways to move slides around as 

you build your show. 

The first is to select a slide in the Slide List, right-click, and choose Shift 

Slides  then choose Shift  Slide(s) Left  or Shift Slide(s) Right. This will 

move the slide one position over to the left or right, based on what you 

 

< >

keyboard to move the slide left or right, respectively.  

Keep in mind that you can also move groups of slides.  Simply select more 

than one slide and choose your shift option.   The group will all move over 

one position in the direction you chose. 

 

How Transitions Integrate with Timing 

Every slide you create is made up of two time components: the slide time 

and the transition time These times flow seamlessly from one into the other 

to make your show work. 

The first slide in your show is going to start with nothing but slide time. 

transition time at the end of the slide. This specific transition period is 

known as Transition Out

from one to another. 
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Once the Transition Out  is complete you will move into the slide time for 

your next slide. That time will play and come to the Transition Out  at the 

end once again. 

 This 

slide technically has 3 sections you need to factor into its total time:  

¶ The transition time from the previous slide, which is considered 

Transition In  for your second slide 

¶ The slide time for your second slide 

¶ The Transition Out  for this slide. 

The contents of your second slide are going to be visible during all 3 of 

Transition In . The end of slide 1 

acts as a Transition Out  for slide 1 and a Transition In  for slide 2. 

 

Calculating Slide Time 

slide, including transition, is determined by what is assigned to that specific 

slide in the Slide List. 

Every slide you create has a slide time and a transition time. That means that 

time.  A slide time of 3 seconds with a Transition In time of 3 seconds and a 

Transition Out time of 3 seconds results in a total slide time of 9 seconds. 
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Transition In is important because, unless you specify otherwise, your layers 

and any effects are going to begin to be seen on the screen as soon as the 

slide becomes visible -and the slide becomes visible during the transition 

period as one slide ends and the next one begins. 

Transition Out Transition In  to slide 2.  When the 

Transition In  starts, the motion starts on slide 2.  The transition from a 

previous slide will kick off the motion on the slide after it. Remember that 

unless you specifically set motion to start only after the Transition In is 

over, that motion will begin even before the full slide time on slide 1 has 

been reached. 

Changing All Times at Once 

There  are several ways to see the  length of  a slide.  In the main 

Workspace,  simply single-click on any slide.  Just below the Preview on 

the right, you'll see information about the selected slide including the slide 

name, the number of layers of the slide, and the total length of the slide. 

 

 

If you use the optional Slide Inspector pane, you'll also see the total slide 

length displayed as part of the Slide Summary..  

Probably the best way to see and change all three time values is by opening 

up the Slide Options window.   
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To Open Slide Options 

1. Click on the Edit Slide icon in the Toolbar   

Or... 

2. In the Slide List simply double-click on a slide.  

In the top right corner, under the words "Slide Options", click on the first tab 

-this is the Slide Settings tab.  Once selected, you'll have access to the basic 

settings for the slide.  Just below the Preview, you'll see the Slide Timing 

pane.   From here, you can set the Transition  In, Slide Time, and 

Transition Out  

 

 

 

Locking Slide Time 

Slide time has a direct impact on the speed of any effects you have in a 

slide.  For example, a slide with a shorter slide time will display a motion 

effect more quickly.  Chose a longer slide time, and that same motion effect 

will move  more slowly.   

On occasion, you may find that a slide works best with very specific timing, 

and you want to preserve that timing in order to make sure the effect 

always looks perfect. In those cases,  ProShow has a feature which lets you 

lock the time o

This will ensure that your time sensitive effects always remain intact.  
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A prime example of when locking a slide time comes in handy is when you 

plan to sync  your show and audio together. 

To Lock a Slide Time 

1. Open the Slide Options window and click on the Slide Settings 
tab. 

2. In the Slide Timing pane, Check the Lock option to Lock the slide 
time to prevent changes. 

Remember that this setting locks all times associated with this slide, so the 

Transition In, Slide Time, and Transition Out settings will all be locked to 

prevent changes. 

 

 

Working in the Slide Options Window 

As you create custom shows, you'll  probably spend the majority of your  

time using all of the various Slide Options.  In later chapters we'll cover all 

of the options in more detail., but for now let's get a feel for what the 

options are and where you'll find them. 

As you have learned, you can double-click on any slide to open the Slide 

Options  window for that slide.   options tabs.   

Depending on which tab you select, you'll have access to different options 

that are specific to each category.  In some cases, such as Layers, you will 

also see additional tabs that appear above the preview.  
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Starting from the top, the Slide Options tabs include: 

 

¶ Slide Settings - Here you'll see some 
basic information about your slide.   

You can also go here to adjust timing, 
add notes, and reset the slide. 

¶ Slide Styles - From this tab you can 
preview and apply ready-made effects 
to your slide. 

¶ Captions - Use this tab to add and 
apply effects to any captions you add 
to your slide. 

¶ Layers - This area will list all of the 
layers on a slide.  You can add or 
remove layers and change their order 
from this pane.   

Select a layer to  apply effects or make 
edits. 

¶ Background + Sound - Here you can 
edit the background for a slide, add 
sound effects or record a voice over. 
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Using the Slide Options Toolbar 

Rather than repeatedly opening and closing the Slide Options window for 

each slide you wish to work on, try using the Slide Options Toolbar.    This 

is one of the best time saving features in ProShow as it allows you to 

perform a variety of functions without the open/close/repeat routine. 

From the Slide Options Toolbar, you can: 

¶ Move between slides - Use the left and right arrow icons to move 
one slide backward or forward in your show. 

¶ Play/Stop playback - Preview any changes you make to your 
slide.  

¶ Set Slide Times - Change the times for your Transition In, Slide 
Time and Transition Out.  

¶ Change the Slide Options window  size - The 'gear' icon accesses 
the same preview options you'll find by right-clicking in the 
Preview.  Additionally, you can change the size of the Slide 
Options window to give you more room to work on your slides.  
You can set it to a minimum size or have it completely fill your 
screen. 

¶ Adjust t he Preview canvas size - Zoom out when you need to 
view or control objects as they fly off the screen. 
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Naming and Annotating Slides 

To help keep your shows organized, ProShow allows you to rename and 

add notes to your each of your slides.    Neither will be visible to your 

audience once you publish a show, so feel free to add whatever notes you 

need.   Both will be visible in Slide Settings and in the optional Slide 

Inspector  pane.   The slide name will also be visible in the Slide List. 

To Rename a Slide 

1. In the Slide List, double-click on a slide to open the Slide Options 

window and select the Slide Settings tab.  

2. To the right of the Preview, you'll find the Current Slide pane.  
The default slide name will be "Slide" and a number. 

3. Click Rename located just below the slide name.   

4. In the Rename Slide Window, type in your preferred name and 

press Ok. 
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To Add Slide Notes 

1. In the Slide List, double-click on a slide to open the Slide Options 

window and select the Slide Settings tab.  

2. Below the  Preview, you'll find the Notes pane.  Type whatever 

notes you'd like and press Ok when you're done.  

 

For any slides that you add notes to, you'll also see a green info icon appear 

on the slide in the Slide List.   

 

Flagging Slides 

Another great organizational tool is the ability to add a Flag to any slide in 

your show.  Flags don't alter your show in any way, they simply provide you 

with a visual reference to remind you that there is something about a slide 

that has earned special attention.  Perhaps there's an effect you really like, 

maybe it's a great place in your show for a soundtrack change,  or it could 

simply mark the place in your show where you paused to take a break. 

To Add a Flag 

1. In the Slide List, right-click on the 
slide(s) you would like to flag.  

2. From the menu that appears, select 
Flag Slide, then choose Flag 
Selected Slides.   In the Slide List, 
you'll see the flag appear just to the 
right of the slide.   
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A flag will also appear in the Slide Settings tab when you open the Show 

Options  for the flagged slide. 

 

To Remove a Flag 

1. In the Slide List, right-click on the flagged slide(s) and select Flag 

Slide > Remove Flag from Selected Slides.  

Toggle Flags 

When you add a flag, you'll also see the option to Toggle Flag on Selected 

Slides.  While this option will add a flag to a slide, it does behave a little 

differently -which is worth noting for times when you are working with a 

range of selected slides.  

When you select Flag Slide or Remove Flag, these options forcibly set or 

remove flags, regardless of the current flag state of a slide  (on or off).  The 

toggle option swaps the current state with the opposite state and does so 

on a per-slide basis. 

As an example, select a range of slides with some  flagged and some not.  If 

you choose  Toggle Flag on Selected Slides,  the slides that have flags will 

be toggled to off, the slides that originally did not have flags will now have 

flags turned on.   If you had selected Flag Selected Slides instead, all of the 

slides would be flagged. 

 

 

 



 
89 89 

How ProShow Uses Files 

ProShow has a unique approach to creating shows which helps keep your 

files are used when you make a show, and how those files work. 

The Show File 

The core file that makes up your slide show is a PSH file 

 

The PSH file does not contain the materials you put into the show. What it 

does is contain are pointers, like those you would find in a database. These 

located 

on your system.   W

that folder 

told where those files are and opens them when you open your show. 

Once ProShow is told where to find your content, the next thing the PSH file 

does is tell ProShow how to interpret those images, videos or audio clips.  

For example, if slide 4 has features an image that is cropped, rather than 

crop the original image on your computer, the PSH file tells ProShow to 

display the crop effect that's been added.  

Essentially, the PSH file is your show. 

lost your show. 

The PXC File 

ProShow may not store all your show materials in the PSH file, but it does 

need a file it can use to hold data about your images, audio, and video. 

 comes in. 

You can think of the PXC file as a cache.  It contains data that ProShow uses 
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s 

important to note that you can delete the PXC file at any time. ProShow will 

rebuild the PXC file any time it needs it to, so you can get rid of it once 

 

 

The BAK File 

ProShow automatically creates backups of your show as you make it. When 

you click on the Save button, ProShow creates a new PSH file for you and 

renames the previous PSH file to a BAK file. 

file next to your PSH file which might be called 

 

. The previous 

backup will get a new name, too. ProShow saves up to 10 backup versions 

  In this example, 'MyShow.BAK' will 

be the most recent backup, 'MyShow.B01' is the next most recent and 

'MyShow.B09' will be the oldest backed up version of your show. 

These backup files are there just in case you need to revert back to an older 

o delete any of these files once you 

 

You can adjust the settings for how these BAK files are created in the 

Preferences, will be covered in more detail in Chapter 21. 
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To Restore a Show from a Backup File 

If you want to revert to a backup that ProShow has created, you can do so at 

any time. 

1. Load the show you want to revert to backup. 

2. In the Menu Bar, click on Tools > Revert to Backup. 

3. Select the version you want to revert to based on date, time, and 
size. 

4. Click on Open. 

ProShow will open that version of the file so that you can save it and 

continue working. 

Locating Missing Files 

As  you've learned, PSH show files only point to your content, they do not 

directly import and edit your content.   If files that you use in a show are 

moved or deleted, ProShow may tell all of the 

files that are in a show. 

Missing Files dialog, you can choose to locate 

the files by clicking Yes, ignore the missing files by clicking No, or stop 

loading the show by clicking on Cancel. 

If you select Yes you will be shown the Find Missing Files window. This 

window will display a list of the images, audio, and video that ProShow 

 are missing in total. 

To begin locating missing files, select the first file you want to find and click 

on Find Selected. This will bring up an Explorer window which you can use 

and 

click on Open. 
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The Find Missing Files window will 

update to indicate the image you have 

found.  ProShow will automatically search 

in the location you choose for the rest of 

folder, it will update the location for those, 

too. 

Deleted show material can be replaced 

with other images, audio, or video, just by 

selecting a new file rather than the one you 

deleted. 

After all of the files have been located, click on Ok. The show will open. To 

avoid having to locate files again the next time you open the show, be sure 

to save the show so that the PSH file properly records the new locations. 

To Find Missing Files 

If you  skipped the prompt when first opening a show, you'll see a "Missing 

File" placeholder appear in your show for each file ProShow wasn't able to 

locate.    To open the Find Missing Files window and locate your content: 

¶ In the Menu Bar, click on Tools > Find Missing Files. 
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Collecting Show Files 

A common question asked after publishing a show is 

  The short answer is  

In most cases, you want to store the show in a way that allows you to make 

changes to it later. That means gathering up all of the files that were used to 

make the show, as well as the show file itself. 

The Collect Show Files option does just that.  It collects all of the files used 

in the show, including all images, audio, and video clips and copies them 

into a single location along with the show file. This gives you one folder 

which has everything you need for the show, even if all the files were in 

different places previously.  r shows for 

storage.  

To Collect Show Files 

1. With the show you want to archive open, in the Menu Bar, select 

Tools > Collect Show Files.    

2. Choose whether you want to Copy to Folder on your hard drive 

or Burn to DVD/CD. 

a. If you select Copy to Folder, click on Browse to locate 
the folder you want to use for the collection, or create a 
new one. 

3. Click on Collect to begin gathering the files into one place. 

Collect Show Files window. The 

Files Used in Show list displays every file that is in your show, no matter the 

file type. 

To the right of that list Space Necessary for Collection pane. 

This tells you how many files by type are in your show, and how much 

storage space you'll need to collect and save everything. 
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Whether you choose to copy the collection to a folder or burn it to disc, 

 once the collection process is 

complete. The folder you select to will contain the following: 

¶  

¶  - The images used in your show 

¶  - All audio used in your show 

¶  - All video clips used in your show 
 
 

The PSH file for your show will also be changed to reflect the location of 

your files. The great thing is that this location stays intact as long as you 

move the whole folder from one place to another. 

Finally, the Save List option which appears at the bottom left corner 

show.  This option saves the Files Used in Show list into a text format so 

you can have a full account of the content into your show 
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6. The Wizard 

Slideshows Made Even Easier 

The Wizard is a way of automatically creating a show with very little effort.  

The Wizard takes the selected photos, videos, text and music and builds a 

show using the selected theme and energy level.  The theme and energy 

level work together to define the types of effects used in your show.  The 

length of your show will vary with the amount of content selected and the 

 

A show made using the Wizard can be published right away, or it can 

become a starting point for a show that you customize further using the 

powerful creative tools  found in Slide Options.   

Using the Wizard 

ProShow will use your photos, videos and music to create a unique slide 

show in four easy steps.    

¶ Add your photos and videos. 

¶ Add your music. 

¶ Choose a theme for your show. 

¶ Name your show and set the Energy Level. 

To open the Wizard  

The easiest way to access the Wizard is by clicking on the 

icon in the Toolbar .  This will open the Wizard window.   
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You can also access the Wizard by clicking 

the New icon in the Toolbar . 

Or,  by choosing File > New Show From 

Wizard from the Menu Bar.  

 

 

Step 1:  Photos and Videos 

The first step is to add your photos and videos or add text slides  that will be 

used by the Wizard to create your new show.  You can use any image or 

video file that is supported by ProShow.   As you add content, a thumbnail 

for  each item will be added to the content box.     

To Add Photos and Videos 

1. Click the Add icon. 

2. Locate  the file(s) you wish to add.  

3. Select the file(s) and click Open. 

To add multiple files to the Wizard at the same 

time, use the Shift or CTRL keys as you select your 

content. With all desired files highlighted, click 

Open to add them to the Wizard. 

New additions to your show will appear after the currently selected item.  

This  allows you to insert new content anywhere in your show.   

 Simply select where you wish to add the new content and click the Add (+) 

icon.  The new content will be added just to the right of the selected 

content. 
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To Add a Text Slide 

1. Click the Text icon. 

2. Type the text into the 
blank window  

3. Click the Ok button at the 
bottom of the window 

 

If you have already added photos or videos, the text may not appear at the 

beginning of your show.  To move the text, simply click and drag it to the 

preferred position.     

Photo and Video Content Options 

The Wizard offers you some basic options for sorting 

and editing your content.    

If you wish to remove an image, video or title from the 

Wizard, simply highlight the item and click the 

Remove icon.    

To change the order of your images, videos or titles, 

either click and drag each manually, or click the 

Randomize icon. 

To rotate an image or a video, select the thumbnail 

and click the Rotate icon.  Each click will apply 90 

degrees of rotation to the selected item. 

To change your text, highlight the title and click  the  

Edit icon.   
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If you've added video clips to the Wizard,  highlight the video and click the  

Edit icon.  This will open the Trim Video Clip window where you can trim 

your clips to the desired length. 

Note:  Only one image,  video or title can be highlighted at a time. 

At the bottom of the Wizard window, you will see a summary of contents 

you have added.  Once you have sorted and edited your  content,  click the 

Next button to proceed to Step 2. 

 

Step 2:  Music 

The next step is to add your music.  You can add any audio file that is 

supported by ProShow to the Wizard.   As you add music,  each track will 

appear in the content box.  For each track added, you will see the name and 

duration of the track.    

When you add music, each track will automatically be set to have a fade in 

and fade out.  If you add multiple tracks, the Wizard will cross fade your 

tracks to give your show a smooth continuous soundtrack. 

To Add Music 

1. Click the  Add (+) icon 

2. Locate  the audio file(s) you 
wish to add.  

3. Select the file(s) and click 
Open. 
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Music Content Options 

If you wish to remove a track from the Wizard, simply highlight the track 

and click the Remove (-) icon.    

To change the order of your tracks, click and drag each track to the desired 

position. 

If you've added tracks to the Wizard that you would like to trim,  highlight 

the track and click the  Edit icon.  This will open the Edit Timing window.  

Here you can edit your tracks to the desired length by changing the starting 

and ending times.    Once edited, you'll see the Trim times that show when 

the track begins and ends along with the name and Length of the track in 

the content box. 

Once you have sorted and edited your  music  tracks,  click the Next button 

to proceed to Step 3. 

 

Step 3:  Theme 

In step three you choose a theme for 

your show.    

The theme you select will determine 

which slide styles and transition 

effects the Wizard will use when 

creating your show.   

There are over 700 built-in effects to 

choose from.  

Any slide style or transition can be used in a theme, including any effects 

you install or create. 

Choose a from any of the 20+ built -in themes, or create one of your own. 

 To choose a theme, simply select one from the list and click Next.   
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Step 4:  Final Details 

The last steps when using the Wizard are naming your show, setting  the 

energy level and selecting  the aspect ratio. 

Tune the Energy Level 

The Energy Level determines the speed and intensity of the show.    Lower 
settings will create a slower  paced show, while  higher levels will create a 
show with a faster pace.    Because some effects work better than others at 
certain levels  the energy level you select also helps the Wizard determine 
which effects from your selected theme will be used.  

There are two Energy Level options: 

¶ Auto 

¶ Custom 
 

If you choose Auto , ProShow will pick an energy level that syncs the length 
of your show to your music.   Any songs that you add will play completely 
from start to end, and your show will end at the same time as your music. 

Here are some examples of how Auto  may work in your show: 

¶ If you have a five minute long song with only 20 slides, the energy 
level will be extremely low.  Slides will stay visible for a long time 
and effects will move very slowly. 

¶ If you 're song is only one minute long, and there are 300 slides, 
the energy level will be extremely high.  Slides will only appear for 
a blink of an eye and effects will move very quickly. 
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Choosing Custom gives you more control over the pacing of your show. To 

change the energy level,  drag the slider to the desired position.   

When setting a Custom Energy Level,  from time to time,  the Wizard may 

create shows that don't match up with the length of your music.  For 

example, it may create a show that is much shorter than you may have 

expected them to be.  If this happens, try adjusting your Energy Level to a 

lower setting.  Changing your theme or adding more content may also give 

you better results.  

 

Choose an Aspect Ratio 

This allows you to choose whether you want the show  to be created for 

Widescreen or Standard playback.  In most cases, you will want to create a 

Widescreen show to be compatible with newer monitors and televisions. 

With the final settings taken care of, click the Create button and the Wizard 

will build your show for you. 

 

Ready to Preview 

The Wizard prepares your show, adds all of your content to the Slide List 

and Soundtrack Bar and will begin playing the preview automatically.      

Use the Stop/ Play icons to control playback of the Wizard Preview. 

Try Again and the Wizard will 

recreate the show for you.  
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You can use the Try Again  option 

as often as you like.  I

satisfied with the results,  use the 

Back button and try adjusting your 

energy level or changing your 

theme. Once you are happy with the 

results, click Next to continue.  

 

Finished 

Once the Wizard has created your show, all that's left is to do is save, 

publish or fine tune the results. 

¶ Save your Show  Your new show isn't saved until you save it.   
From the navigation window, choose a location on your computer 
and save your show.   

¶ Publish your Show  This option opens the Publish Your Show 
window.  Choose from over 40 different output options offered in 
ProShow.  Note: Some options like DVD and Blu-ray will require 
you to save your show first. 

¶ Learn How to Customize or Fine-Tune  This option will 
introduce you to the basics of customizing your show with 
ProShow.   

If you're ready to do some fine-tuning, press the Done button.  The show 
the Wizard just build for you will be loaded into your Slide List and ready to 
go! 
 
 

Remixing Slides 

After using the Wizard to create your show, from time to time you may find 

that certain effects used just don't work well for your images, or perhaps 

you want to add more content, but don't want to rebuild the entire show.  
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You can do all of that manually, or you can use the Remix option.  This will 

run the Wizard  again, but only on the slide or range of slides that you'd like 

to redo. 

To Remix Slides 

1. In the Slide List, select any slide or any range of slides. 

2. Click the Remix icon located in the Workspace 

Toolbar . 

3. In Step1, verify the slides you want to Remix.  You 
can also  change or add more content here if you'd 
like. 

4. In Step 2, choose a theme for the content you are about to remix. 

5. In Step 3, choose your Energy Level and press Create. 

 
Just as before, the Wizard will add effects and playback a preview of the 
changes.  Try Again, go Back to make adjustments or press Done as 
needed.   
 
Note: Remix does not offer you the ability to add more music or chose an 
Auto  Energy Level.    It's more of a "do that slide over" tool, not a "build a 
new show" tool.    If you feel that you need to make significant changes, 
you'll probably want start over  and have the Wizard build a new show for 
you. 
 
Also, keep in mind that you do not have to use the Wizard prior to using 
the Remix option.  You can use Remix at any time for any slide(s) in any 
show you create.  This is an excellent tool that really comes in handy when 
you want to spice up a show, but you're not sure which styles or effects 
you'd like to use. 

Wizard Themes 

If you have favorite effects that you would like the Wizard to use,  try 

customizing an existing theme or creating your own.  This is especially 

useful if you use the  Wizard frequently to make specific kinds of shows.  
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For example, if you use the Wizard to make shows with wedding images, 

make a custom theme that only uses the effects that you feel will work best 

for wedding images. 

To Edit a Wizard Theme 

1. When using the Wizard, select any Theme in the Wizard and click 

the Edit icon. 

2. Enter  a new name for the theme. 

3. Check the effects you'd like to have be a part of this theme. 

4. Click Apply.  

or when not using the Wizard.... 

1. Click the Effects (FX) icon located in the main 

Workspace Toolbar . 

2. Select the Themes tab in the top right corner of 

the Effects window.  
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3. Select the theme you would like to edit. 

4.  At the bottom of the Effects (FX) window, locate the effects tools 

and press the Edit  button.   

 

5. Give the theme a new name. 

6. Check the effects you'd like to have be a part of this theme. 

7. Click Apply.  

In the Edit Theme window, the list on the left shows all the different 

categories of Slide Styles and Transitions  you have installed.  Styles will be 

listed first.  To see the transitions that can be used in the theme, scroll down 

to the transition categories. 

To add an effect to your theme,  simply check  the box next to the name of 

the effect.   To remove an effect from a theme, uncheck the box.   After you 

have finished, click Apply. 

 

Note:  If you create a theme that has the same name as an existing theme,  

the older theme will be replaced by the newly created theme.  To keep 

yourself organized, it's always best to choose a new name. 
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To Create a New Wizard Theme 

1. Click the Effects (FX) icon located in the Toolbar . 

2. Select the Themes tab in the top right corner of the Effects (FX) 
window.  

3. At the bottom of the Effects (FX) window, locate the effects tools 

and press the + Create button.   

4. Enter a name for the new theme. 

5. Choose a Start With  option to get 
your theme up and running by 
adding some effects. 

Selecting the Use default set of 
effects option will create a new 
theme that features all effects 
installed on your system.   

Choosing  Use the effects selected in the selected theme will 
create a new theme that has the same effects  as whatever theme 
you currently have selected in the Effects (FX) window.  This is a 
great way to create a new version of an existing theme. 

6. Click Ok. 
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In the Edit Theme window, simply check the box next to the name of the 

effect.   To remove an effect from a theme, uncheck the box.   After you have 

finished, click Apply. 

For best results, be sure that your new themes include a good selection of 

styles and effects.  Having a good selection will make your theme perform 

better across a variety of energy levels and show durations.  Themes with 

lots of effects enabled will generally produce better shows than themes 

with just a few effects. 

 

To Remove a Wizard Theme 

Any custom theme you create as well as any modified built-in  theme can 

be removed.      

1. Click the Effects (FX) icon located in the Toolbar . 

2. Select the Themes tab and Click on the theme you'd like to 
remove. 

3.  From the effects tools, chose x Remove 

Note:  Custom themes you choose to remove will be permanently deleted 

from your system.  However, removing a built-in theme will not 

permanently delete the theme.  Instead, any changes you have made will 

be undone and the built-in theme will be restored to its default state. 
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7. Effects 

Bringing Slides to Life 

Still images work fine for some presentations, but if you really want to wow 

your audience, you need to do more than just show  static images.  So how 

do you make your best photos look even better?  Add motion.  How do 

make a lower quality image look better?  Do a little creative image editing.   

When you add motion or make creative adjustments, your shows can 

instantly become more interesting, dynamic and enjoyable.   

 As an example of how much effects matter,  consider the documentaries 

made by film maker by Ken Burns.   The vast majority of those are made up 

of still images that pan and zoom as narration tells the story.  Now imagine 

watching those  films  without those  motion effects.   Think you'd make it 

through 6 hours of watching still photos?    It's those simple motion effects 

that really bring the images to life and make the storytelling so compelling. 

 In this chapter, we'll introduce you to the different types of effects that 

you'll find in ProShow, and show you how easy it is to use effects in your 

shows.   In later chapters, we'll dive a little deeper into managing your 

effects and show you how to make your own.  

Types of Effects 

At the most basic level, effects are simply "things you do to your slides".  An 

effect can be as  generic as  zooming in on a photo, or something more  

advanced like combining several effects to create a complex montage. 

In ProShow Gold, there are three types of effects that you can apply to your 

slides:  

¶ Transitions 

¶ Motion  

¶ Slide Styles 
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Transition Effects 

Transitions are the visual effects that occur as one slide ends and the next 

slide begins.  Every slide in ProShow 

the first slide in the show or the last  at the end of each slide, there is 

always a transition effect.    

Transitions help define the pacing, as well as the visual appearance of your 

slideshow.  For a slower paced show, you'll use longer transition times and 

simple blending effects.   For  a faster paced show,  you'll use shorter 

transition times with more energetic effects.   

Motion Effects 

Motion effects of course are the assorted ways that you can move any 

individual layer within a slide around the screen.  You can Pan a layer  from 

one side to the other.  You can Zoom in or out, or you can Rotate a layer.   

With images and videos, you can also choose to Tilt  a layer and add motion 

that creates a 3D/perspective feel.  

Motion effects always begin and end within each slide.   As a result, they are 

also affected by your Slide Time.   When you have a less time, the motion 

will happen more quickly.  With longer Slide Times, the motion will be 

slower. 
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Slide Styles 

Slide Styles are pre-built, ready-made effects that you can apply to any 

slide.   They can be very simple, but often they will combine Motion effects 

and creative image adjustments to really add life to your images. 

 When you apply a Slide Style, the style acts as a blueprint.  Within that 

blueprint are all of the instructions ProShow needs in order to create the 

desired effect.   The number of layers, the layers' appearance, motion 

effects, captions and even slide sounds  -all of that information is stored 

within the Slide Style.   

Slide Styles are incredibly beneficial to both novice and advanced users.  

They are easy to use, they are a great time saver,  they can be customized 

and you can even create your own.    

For more advanced users, Slide Styles also make a great learning tool. Once 

e, you can see every option was 

configured to make that effect work.  From there, you can make changes 

and adjust settings to figure out exactly what makes the style tick. 

Applying Effects 

When it comes to applying effects, you basically have two categories, 

"automatic " and manual. 

The "automatic" effects are Transitions  and Slide Styles.  These effects are 

pre-built and ready to go.  All you have to do is select your desired effect 

and press Ok.   Whatever motion, timing or adjustments are needed for the 

effect will be created for you.  All you have to do is add your content. 

 When starting with a blank canvas and creating your own, new effects, 

you'll  decide exactly how layers behave within a slide. You can also 

manually customize a Slide Style effect once it has been applied to a slide.  

Let's start with the "automatic" effects... 
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Applying Transition Effects 

There are two ways you can apply  a Transition  effect.  The first is to use the 

Transition  icon in the Slide List. 

To Apply a Transition from the Slide List  

1. Click on the Transition Icon  on the right side of the 

Slide Thumbnail  in the Slide List. 

2. From the Choose Transition window, browse through 

the categories and select a Transition  effect.   

3. Double-click to apply the effect, or press the Apply  button.  

As mentioned in Chapter 2, there are over 400 built-in Transition effects to 

choose from.  As you single-click on any effect, you will see a preview of 

what each Transition Effect will look like when applied to your slide. 

The  second way to apply Transition effects to your slides is to use the 

Effects (FX) window.  From this window you can also apply and manage 

other effects as well, but  for now, just note that you can apply Transition 

effects using this window.   Regardless of which method you use, the 

available effects that you can apply to your slides will be the same.     

To Apply a Transition from the Effects (FX) Window  

1. Click the Effects (FX) icon located in the main Workspace 

Toolbar . 

2. Select the Transitions  tab in the top right corner of 

the Effects (FX) window.  

3. Browse for your desired effect and press the Apply  

to Slide button in the bottom right corner. 

Transition Effects Tip:  To change the Transition effect for multiple slides 

at once, simply select all of the slides you wish to change before clicking on 

either the Transition or Effects (FX) icons.   When you apply your desired 

effect, all of your selected slides will feature the new transition.  
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Applying Slide Styles 

Much like Transitions , there are also two ways to apply Slide Styles: from 

the Effects (FX) window and by using the Slide Options window.    

To Apply Slide Styles from the Effects (FX) Window  

1. Click the Effects (FX) icon located in the Toolbar . 

2. Select the Slide styles tab in the top right corner of the Effects 

(FX)  window.  

3. Browse for your desired effect and press the Apply  to Slide 
button in the bottom right corner. 

 

As you browse for effects, you'll notice that information 

about each Slide Style will appear on the far right side 

of the Effects (FX)  window.   

In this information area, you'll see: 

¶ A thumbnail preview of the Style 

¶  The name of the Style 

¶ Publisher information 

¶ Notes about what the effect does 

¶ Any categories the Style belongs to 

¶ The number of Layers the Style uses 

¶ Aspect Ratio information 

¶ Optimal slide time and transition time 
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The details listed in the information area are often overlooked, but they can 

be a great resource when looking for the best effect for your slide(s). 

When  using the Effects (FX) window to apply Slide Styles,  you can also 

apply the Styles to multiple slides at once.  In the Slide List, simply select 

all of the slides you wish to change before pressing the Effects (FX) icon.   

When you apply your desired effect, all of your selected slides will feature 

the new Slide Style.  

The second way to apply Slide Styles is by using the Slide Options 

window. 

To Apply Slide Styles from Slide Options  

1. In the Slide List, double-click on the slide you wish to add an 
effect to. 

OR 

Click the Edit Slide icon located in the Toolbar . 

2. Select the Slide Styles tab in the top left corner of 

the Slide Options window. 

 

3. Below the Preview, browse for your desired effect.  Press Apply  

to Slide to add the effect to your slide. 

4.  If you're happy with the effect, press the Ok button to close the 

Slide Options window.    

Much like using the Effects (FX) window, you'll see an information area on 

the right that provides details about the Slide Style.  Right away you'll also 

notice one of the key advantages to using this method...the preview.   When 
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you click on a Style, you'll see a real-time preview of exactly what the effect 

will look like once applied to your slide. 

 

Just like Transitions,  the exact same effects are available to you regardless 

of the method you choose to apply them. 

Manual Effects:  Motion  

Manual effects are exactly what the name implies, they are effects that you 

control on your own.  You'll use the manual control options when 

customizing Slide Styles or  when creating brand new effects for your 

shows. 

We'll cover how to use these options is greater detail in later chapters, but 

for now, let's take a look at where these manual controls can be found.    

All of the Manual Effect controls will be found in Slide Options. 
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 To Apply Effects Manually  

1. In the Slide List, double-click on the slide you wish to add an 
effect to. 

OR 

Click the Edit Slide icon located in the Toolbar . 

2. Select a layer from the Layers List on the left side of the Slide 
Options window. 

 

3. Above the Preview, select the Effects tab.  

 

4. Below the Preview, Set your Motion  options however you like. 

5. Press Ok to apply the changes to your slide and close the Slide 

Options  window. 

The most important thing to note is that manual controls work on an 

individual basis.  Each layer on a slide has its own settings that you will 

configure separately when creating effects. 

  



 
117 117 

Managing and Creating Effects 

Later in this manual you'll find chapters dedicated to Transitions and Slide 

Styles that will cover creating and managing these effects in more detail.   

For now, let's get familiar with where to look for these options. 

 The Effects (FX)  Window 

 Located   at the bottom of the Effects (FX) window you'll find all of your 

Effects  management tools.  These tools and options are the same for both 

Transitions  and Slide Styles. 

From the Effects (FX) tools you can:   

¶ Add   

¶ Remove 

¶ Edit 

¶ Categorize 

¶ Export 
 

 

Additionally, you'll also find the option to Create Slide Styles here. 

 To access the Effects (FX)  window, simply click the Effects (FX) icon in the 

Toolbar .  You can also use the keyboard shortcut CTRL + E. 
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8. Layers 

How ProShow Works with Images 

The best way to understand how ProShow works on a fundamental level, is 

to begin with the concept of layers.   In ProShow, when you add any image 

or video to a slide,  that content becomes .   

 

Every Image or Video is a Layer 

 

you add a picture to your slide, ProShow puts it inside a container that fits 

the image and makes that part of the slide. 

make all kinds of changes to the image.  

around, change the size, edit the appearance and more.  

just hypothetical.  

the image; you just see the image on the slide.  Thinking of a layer in this 

way can help understand what it does, though. 

 

Layers Stack 

ProShow gives you the ability to include an unlimited number of layers on a 

single slide. Each of these layers stacks one on top of the other.  You can 

think of this just as you would a cake or a deck of cards.  

Consider the card analogy.  Each card has an image on the front of it.  If you 

have the cards perfectly stacked on top of one another, you can only see 

the topmost card. 
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Spread the cards out a bit, though, and now you can begin to see the rest 

beneath it.  Place them all out individually and you can see them all, 

assuming you have enough table space for them. 

This is exactly what layers do.  Each 

image or video you add to a slide goes 

into the stack of layers.  

Using ProShow,  you control where 

each layer shows up in the stack, and 

how it will be seen by your audience. 

 

Layers are Interchangeable 

because it opens up new ways of creating shows that you may not have 

considered in the past.   Because layers are interchangeable, they allow you 

to change the image or video you have in a layer at any time. 

For example, you add  image A to a slide.  You set up a custom effect, but 

later decide image B would make for a better slide.  Because a layer is a 

"container",  all you have to do is swap the images.   The settings of your 

custom effect will be left intact.  

Now that you have a better idea of what layers are and how they work in 

ProShow,  arn how to actually add and work with layers within a slide. 
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Adding Layers to a Slide 

In this section you'll learn a variety of ways to add layers to your slides.  

Regardless of the method you choose,  there are two key things to 

remember about adding layers: 

¶ Layers are independent . Each layer has its own settings.  If you 
have multiple layers in a slide and want to  manually add effects, 
you'll need to adjust the settings for each layer separately.  

¶ Layers are adjusted using Slide Options.    All of the things that 
you can do to an image, video or caption can be found in Slide 
Options .  The rest of this chapter will be spent walking you 
through the Slide Options window and showing you what all of 
the options are and where you can find them. 

As  you learned in the previous chapter, the two easiest ways to access 

Slide Options are to double-click on the slide you wish to edit, or to click 

the Edit Slide icon located in the main Workspace Toolbar. 

 

Adding Layers  

There are multiple ways to do just about everything in ProShow and adding 

layers to a slide is no different.  Here are the various ways you can add layers 

to a slide. 

Adding a New Layer in the Main Workspace 

1. In the File List, click on the image you want to add as a layer to a 
slide. 

2. Drag and drop the image onto the Slide List.  This will create a 
new slide with one layer. 
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Adding a New Layer to and Existing Slide 

1. In the File List, click on the image you want to add as a new layer 
on an existing slide. 

2. Drag & drop the image onto the slide you have chosen to add the 
layer to.   But before you "drop" the image, press the CTRL key on 
the keyboard.   

 

This method will drop the image right on top of the slide as a new layer.   

ProShow lets you know you are adding the image as a new layer by 

changing the mouse cursor.    

When working correctly, your mouse cursor will have an icon that looks like 

+ ver the Slide List. You can even do this 

with multiple images at once. 

Adding More Than One Layer to a Slide at Once 

1. Hold CTRL on the keyboard and click on each layer you want to 

add from the File List. 

2. Continue to hold CTRL while you drag & drop the selected images 
onto your slide. 

When multiple images are selected in the file list, this method will add all of 

them to the slide as layers 
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Note: Using the drag & drop method to add layers can be visually confusing 

at first.  When you drop a new layer onto an existing slide, ProShow makes it 

the topmost layer.  If that new layer fills the entire slide frame, in the Slide 

List, it may appear as though you only have one layer as the others are 

hidden behind the top layer. 

 To make sure all of your layers were 

added successfully, simply open the 

Slide Options  for the slide and check 

the Layers List. 

In the Slide List, you'll also see a  multi-

layer icon appear on the slide.  

Right-Click to Add Images and Layers 

There are quite a few ways to add layers or images to your show using the 

right-click context menu of your File List.  You can right-click anywhere in 

the File List to see the menu.  There are a few options here that you may 

find helpful: 

¶ Add to Show: adds the currently selected file, or files, to the show 
as new slides.  Each image selected will become a new slide. 

¶ Add All Files to Show: adds every image and any other valid files 
in the current folder to your show.  Each file will be added as a 
new slide. 

¶ Add as One New Slide: use this option to create a single new 
slide with many layers.  Click on each of the files you want to use 
in the new slide and choose Add as One New Slide from the 
menu.  They will all be added to the new slide together. 
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Adding a New Layer from Slide Options 

1. Double-click on any slide you have created to open the Slide 

Options  window. 

2. In Layers List located on the left, Click the Add (+) icon and select 

Add Image or Video from the sub-menu. 

or 

Right-click anywhere in the list, or click the 'gear' icon  in the 
Layers List, and select Add Layer > Add Image or Video from 
the sub-menu. 

or 

3. Browse your system for the image you want to use, select it in the 

file browser window and click Open. 

 

Using the Layers List to add new layers via the Slide Options window is a 

straight-    
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Using the Layers List 

The Layers List is one of the primary tools for working with layers on your 

slide.   

You will use the Layers List to access 

editing options for each layer, control 

the order of your layers and add new 

layers..  

Understanding how the Layers List 

works is a very important first step in using layers as part of your slide 

composition. 

Reading the Layers List 

The Layers List has a central area where it displays a thumbnail and name 

for each layer on your slide as well as a toolbar on the left.  Start by taking a 

look at the actual layer display in the center of the list. 

 

only contains one image.  Remember that every image becomes a layer.  

Each layer displays the number of that layer in the overall order on the slide.  

If you only have    

As you hover over a layer,  you'll also see a tool tip window that tells you 

size of the image in the layer as well as the file path where that file is located 

on  your computer. 

 To the right of the assigned number is a checkbox. This Layer Toggle  

toggles whether the layer is active or not.  Unchecking the box turns the 

layer off and causes it to be hidden from the slide.  This can often be useful 

when you are working on an effect that uses multiple layers and you want 

to avoid seeing every layer at once.  Turn off the layers 

on for easier editing. 
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Adding or Changing Files with the Layers List 

The Layers List isn't limited to working with the ima

the slide.  As you've learned, you can also add more content by using the 

Add (+) button.   Or, i

can even change the contents of your slide by dragging and dropping 

images directly into the Layers List 

d new images to the list: 

¶ Dragging and Dropping from the File List : you can drag and 
drop files from the File List directly into your Layers List. This is 
something that is easy to overlook because the Slide Options 
window tends to cover the File List  Just 
move the Slide Options window to the side and try dragging a 

file into the Layers List directly from the File List. 

¶ Dragging and Dropping from Windows Explorer : any time 

Explorer. You can drag files into the Layers List straight from one 
of the folders on your hard drive.  Try opening a folder with some 
images and dragging a few straight into the Layers List. 

As you may recall, at the beginning of this chapter we mentioned that 

layers are interchangeable and that you can replace "image A with image B" 

within a layer.   Here's how you can swap the content of a layer by dragging 

and dropping: 

¶ Drag and Drop to Replace Layer Content : when you drag a file 
into the Layers List
dropping it onto the thumbnail for one of your existing layers.   
When you drop a file onto an existing will 
replace . Any settings for that 
layer will be applied to the new, replacement image. 
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Layers List Tools 

At the top of the Layers List, you'll find the Layer List Tools  Using these 

tools you can add, remove, and organize your layers.  

 

The Add (+) icon, is your first option.  When you click on this button to add 

a new layer, a sub-menu  will appear.  From here you have the following 

options:  

¶ Add Image or Video: This option will allow you to browse your 
hard drive or other system drives for images or video content to 
use to make a new layer.  This is the most commonly used option. 

¶ Add From Media Source: If you have any ProShow Media Source 
packages installed you can quickly add that content using this 
option.  Once selected, you will be able to select which Media 
Source, of those you have installed, that you want to add content 
from.  By default you will always have ProShow Gold Built-In 

 

¶ Duplicate Layer: This option makes an exact copy of the layer you 
currently have selected in the Layers List. This copy will appear 
directly above the original and contains all of the layer 
information including image, motion, effects, etc.  Duplicating a 
layer is a great shortcut if you plan to have many similar layers on 
your slide.   

As you become more comfortable with the process of creating shows, you'll 

find yourself using the Add (+) button often.   You can also access these 

options by right-clicking anywhere in the Layers List and opening the Add 

Layer sub-menu. 

The  Remove (-) button is quite simple by contrast.  Just click on the layer 

that you want to delete from the slide and click on the Remove (-) button.  

It will be deleted from the slide completely. 

The arrow icons you see are used to control layer positioning within the 

slide.  Remember that layers stack on top of one another.  The Up and 
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Down arrow icons will move the selected layer up or down in the list.  This is 

how you set how and where you want your layers to be ordered on the 

slide. To change the layer order, you can use the arrows, or just click and 

drag your layers. 

The last item in the toolbar is the Layer List Menu  icon This menu contains 

alternative ways to access many of the features for layers.   With the Layer 

List Menu you can add/remove layers, edit layers, rename layers, hide or 

show layers, copy the layer, and more.   

The Layers List Menu 

There are two ways to access the Layer List Menu. You can 

select the layer you want to work on in the list and then click 

on the Layer List Menu icon, or you can right-click on the 

layer in the list. 

As you just read, you can add or remove layers using this menu,  but there 

are also several other very useful features found here. 

¶ Select File: Using this option allows you to swap the content of a 
layer with a new image or video.   Simply 
browse your hard drive and select the 
replacement file.  As layers are placeholders, 
any adjustments or effects you have applied to 
the layer will be instantly applied to the 
replacement file. 

¶ Rename Layer: Another way to rename your 
layers and help keep your slides and shows 
organized. 

¶ Edit Layer: Selecting this option expands to a 
sub-set of editing options.   You can open an 
external editor or jump to different editing menus within 
ProShow. 
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¶  Visibility : From here you can hide or show the layers in your 
slide.  This often comes in handy when working with slides that 
feature many layers or that use complex effects.  Hiding layers 
does not delete the layers, it simply toggles them into a "off" state, 
so that you can focus on editing visible layers. 

¶ Move: Gives you the ability to move a layer up or down in the 
Layers List.   You can also send a layer directly to the top or 
bottom of the list. 

¶ Copy:  This is an exceptionally useful option, that actually expands 
to give you four very powerful copy options.   

o Copy to All Slides: this selection will copy the currently 
selected layer to every slide in your entire show. This can 

d a particular background 
or other image that you want to see in all your slides. 

o Copy to Selected Slides: rather than copying the layer 
to every slide in your show, this option copies the layer 

Slide List. You 
can select slides by moving the Slide Options window 
up a bit to see the Slide List and hold CTRL or Shift on 
the keyboard to pick the slides you want to include in 
the selection. 

¶ Remove: This option offers you the ability to either remove a 
single layer or  Remove All Layers. Both appear in the fly-out 
menu when you click on the Remove entry.   Selecting Remove 
All Layers 
delete the slide but it does remove all of the images or video you 
have added to it. 

¶ Reset Layer: This option will return your selected layer to its 
default value.  This effectively makes it as if you just added that 
layer to the slide.  Any changes you have made to the layer are 
removed. 
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Summing Up the Layers List 

Layers List. Thankfully, 

most of it can be accessed with a quick glance.   It's a good idea to get 

comfortable with the options available here as you'll use it just about every 

time you create a custom show. 

Slide Background 

In a way you can think of the Slide Background -layer, layer".  If 

you recall the chapter on Show Options, you'll remember that you can set 

the background for your entire show at once.  The Show Background 

covers all of that. 

The Slide Background is a background which you can configure on a per 

slide basis.  When enabled, a Slide Background, will override the default 

show background.  Slide Backgrounds are often important pieces of a 

slide's 

layers and they will not be found in your Layers List.   Your background is 

always going to be beneath every layer on the slide, no matter how many 

you have. 

To Set a Custom Slide Background 

1. Open Slide Options and locate the 
Background+ Sounds area.   

2. Click the Background  tab.  When no 
image is selected as a Slide 
Background , you should see this 

labeled as Default Background . 

3. In the Background Source area, select the radio button for the 
background type you want.  Choose from Default for Show, 

Solid Color or Image. 

4. Configure the color, or locate the image you would like to use as 
the background. 



 
131 131 

 

Once the source is selected, use the Adjustments  and Editing Tools  to 

change the look of your background however you'd like.   More details 

about those options can be found later in this chapter. 

Note:  

that any new slides that you add to the show which appear next to the slide 

with the custom background will feature the same custom background.  

that background across multiple slides.   To revert back to the Show 

Background , simply  choose the radio button option Default for Show  for 

 

Making Changes to a Layer 

As mentioned earlier in this chapter, layers are independent, and each layer 

that you add to a slide will have its own settings.   Once added to a slide, 

there are three categories of  "things that you can do to a layer", each with 

unique options that we'll cover in this chapter.  

The three categories are: 

¶ Layers Settings Here you define the basic information about the 
layer, including the name and the initial zoom settings and 
position of the layer. 

¶ Adjustments :  Here is where you will find the editing tools that 
can be used to adjust how your layer will appear in the slide. 

¶ Effects From this tab,  you  the control motion effects that will 
happen as your slide plays. 

Each of these categories is accessed by selecting their tab located above the 
Preview in the Slide Options window. 
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Layer Settings 

When you add a new layer, you should always start with the Layer Settings 

and  define the basic information about your layer.  Let's take a look that the 

available options.  

Layer Name and Notes 

In Slide Options, to the right of the Preview you'll see the Selected Layer 

pane.    Here you find a thumbnail preview to help you quickly identify 

which layer is which.  Above the thumbnail preview you'll see the Layer 

Name displayed along with the type of file that is used in the layer. 

The Layer Name can be changed at any time to help you organize the slide.  

To change the name of your layer, click 

Rename located just below the slide 

name.   

Beneath the thumbnail preview you'll also 

see three additional options, browse, 

editor  and info .   Use these tools to 

change the content that appears in the 

layer, open an external editing program to 

modify the content, or click info to view 

the content properties (resolution, size, 

type, location etc). 

Just below the Preview, you find the Notes area.   Use this area to help stay 

organized while making your show.  Any notes you type to yourself about 

the layer will not be seen by anyone watching your show.   The Notes are 

there  simply to give you a place to type any information about the layer 

that may help yo .   If you need to take a 

break or revisit a show later on, Notes are also a great way to mark any 

layers in your show that still need work or require special care. 
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When you add a note to your layer, a green information icon will appear 

above the layer checkbox in the Layers List.  As you hover over the green 

icon, a tool tip window will appear and display the layer note. 

 

Layer Type 

Immediately beneath the Preview, you find the Layer Type pane.   You'll 

use this option when creating your own Slide Styles  and you want to 

include layers with your effects.  This will be covered in detail in Chapter 12. 
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Layer Setup 

When you add a layer to your  right in the 

center of the slide using the default Scaling 3   The 

Layer Setup area is where you go if you wish to change the initial 

positioning and sizing of each layer.   

 

Scaling and Layer Size 

When you add an image to your slide, the resolution of the image is not 

directly factored into the size of how it appears in your slide.  Instead, the 

proportions of the image are the most direct influence on the size of your 

image.  Scaling determines how those proportions fit within your slide.   

There are three kinds of scaling values that are used:  Fit, Fill, and Stretch . 

You use these options to set the base size of your layer. 

The size of your layer based on the Scaling becomes what ProShow 

considers to be 100% Zoom for the layer.  Any changes to the size of the 

layer using the Zoom value will start with the appearance of the layer based 

on its size using Scaling. 

The scaling mode is set using the Scaling 

to adjust this for every layer.  Most users will either use the default, or set 

their own default and use that for all new layers. 

Let's take a look at how each option affects an image when added to a slide. 

                                                                            
3 Default scaling values can be changed in the Preferences, in Chapter 26. 
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Fit to Frame: The first option, and the default for ProShow, is Fit to Frame.  

This option makes sure that your entire image fits within the frame of your 

slide.  

and the image  fit to frame will keep the whole image visible.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill Frame: The second option will tell ProShow to increase the size of the 
layer to fill the entire slide frame.  
same proportions you may lose some of the image.  This can be cut off on 
either the top and bottom or the left and right edges of the frame.  Using 
Fill Frame is a great option to choose when you want to make sure the 
background is hidden, or when you do not want blank space on your slide. 
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Stretch to Frame The third option is one that you should use sparingly. 
Unlike the other two options, Stretch to Frame will adjust the proportions 
of your image to make it fit exactly inside the slide frame.  When the 
proportions of an image are changed you can often see distortion in the 
image itself.  So be careful with this option.  Stretch to 
Frame wi
backgrounds.  

 

 

Fit and Fill Safe Zone The final two scaling options will Fit or Fill your layer 

within the Safe Zone of your slide frame.4  Fit and Fill behave just as they 

do when using Fit to Frame or Fill Frame, only instead of the full frame of 

your slide, you limit the Fit or Fill to the pre-defined safe area. 

 

  

                                                                            
4 You can read about the Safe Zone in Chapter 4. 
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Layer Position in the Slide Frame 

After setting your Scaling, to set the position where you 

actually want the layer to appear in your slide frame. 

By default your layer is going to appear right in the middle of the slide.  This 

is a Position  value of 0 x 0.   

Consider the slide frame as a grid;  it has a series of values for both the X 

(horizontal) and Y (vertical) axes.  The total range for each axis is 100. This is 

a range from -50, to 0 in the center, to 50.    

For the X axis, -50 is the left side of the slide frame and 50 is the right side. 

On the Y axis -50 is the top and 50 is the bottom.  

 

When setting the position,  the left Position  value is for the X (horizontal) 

axis and the right value is for the Y (vertical) axis.  Notice how the arrows go 

side to side for the horizontal (X) axis and up and down for the vertical (Y) 

axis. 
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The position is always measured based on the center of the frame and the 

to place your layer.   For example, changing your Position  values to 25 x -25 

would place the center of your layer in the upper right corner of the slide 

frame, centered halfway to the edge.  

 

 

 

For most practical edits, you probably won't worry about the exact position 

of a layer. Instead, you'll mostly likely "eyeball it" and drag and align the 

layer until it looks good to you.   This is possible as the Preview window in 

Slide Options is interactive  just click and drag the layer to any spot on the 

slide.  Position  values update automatically as you 

drag the layer around. 

  How 

does the Position  you set here affect your motion?  By default, a new layer 

 Changing the position here will change the position 

 

If you already have panning motion applied to your layer, changing the 

position here will change the starting position of your motion. 
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Zoom  

Scaling option you choose sets the base 

size for the layer on your slide.  The scale you go with becomes the base 

Zoom value of 100%.  All of your layers are going to default to 100% Zoom, 

based on the scale, once you add them to a slide. 

You can further adjust the Zoom value for each layer from there.  Moving 

the Zoom slider to the left and right will decrease or increase the size of 

your layer, respectively.   You also have the option to type a number directly 

into the value field.   

The slider will let you adjust your Zoom from 0% to 500%.  A Zoom value of 

seen.  A Zoom value of 500% increases the layer to 5x its normal size. 

If you need more size you can manually type in any Zoom value you want.  

If you want your layer to be particularly large try typing in a value of 1200%. 

 

Note: Changing the Zoom 

image.   This means that 

zooming in on low resolution images can cause the image to appear 

pixilated, as the individual pixels that make up the image become large 

enough to be seen.  

to use high resolution images.  The higher 

resolution your image  the better it looks when at high zoom levels. 

Just as you saw with position, changing the zoom from the Layer Settings 

tab is related to the zoom you can apply with motion effects.  When your 

layer, but will not add motion.  

If you already have zooming motion on your layer, changing the zoom here 

will change the starting zoom of your motion. 
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Using the Preview to Position Layers 

The preview area of Slide Options gives you a quick way to change the 

zoom and position of a layer without thinking about the numbers.  In most 

 settings by 

using your mouse to manipulate the preview. 

To change the position of a layer in the preview, just click anywhere on the 

layer and drag it to the desired position while holding the mouse button 

down. 

To change the zoom for a layer, you have two 

options.  First, you can use the scroll wheel on 

your mouse to zoom the selected layer in and 

out.  Second, you can click and drag any of the 

 

 

In the corners of the selecte

notice some small curved arrows.  These areas 

are the rotation controls. To rotate the current 

layer, just click and drag these rotation icons. 

 

 

By default, clicking on another layer in the preview will select that layer.  

You can change the behavior of clicking on layers, or turn off the control 

outline all together by right clicking in the preview area. 
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Creating a Layered Arrangement 

Now that you know what a layer is, how to read the layer list, and how to 

arrange layers on your slide, you have the basics covered.  Now,  l

something a bit more practical with your knowledge. 

 

reate an arrangement of images.  

, so pick four images that are 

complimentary of one another.   just pick four 

that work well together. 

To Create a Layered Arrangement 

1. Start with a new slide and using the first of your chosen images. 
Set the Slide Time to 5 seconds. Leave the Transition Time  at 
default. 

2. Hold CTRL on the keyboard and drag the three other images you 
chose on to the new slide.  You can select them all as a group or 
drag & drop them one at a time. 

3. Double-click on the slide to open the Slide Options window. 
Select any layer from the Layers List  and select the Layer 

Settings tab from above the Preview. 
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These steps have set you up with a new slide that contains four layers.  The 

bottom layer, Layer 4, will become a backdrop for the rest of the layers. The 

other three will be placed around the slide to make things look interesting.   

As you work with each layer, remember that you can hide the layers on your 

slide -often making it a little easier when creating montages like this one.  

To hide a layer, uncheck the box next to the layer number, or right-click on a 

layer and go to Visibility > Hide . 

4. Click on Layer 4 in the Layers List.  In the Layer Setup area, 

change the Scaling value to Fill Frame. 

5. Change the Layer 4 Position  values to -25 x 0.  

 

Your backdrop layer has been set.  The Scaling change increased the size of 

the layer so that it fills the slide frame.  Adjusting the Position  values 

moved the layer to the left a bit which gives you some blank space to work 

with on the right side of the slide.   

hree layers. 

6. Click on Layer 3 in the Layers List.  Change the Zoom value to 
50%. 

7. Move Layer 3 using the mouse, in the Preview window, so that 
-right corner of the slide frame. 

8. Click on one of the Rotate anchor points to rotate the layer 
slightly. 
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The first of your image layers has been arranged. Notice that we placed it so 

using as a backdrop. 

9. Click on Layer 2 in the Layers List. Change the Zoom value to 
40%. 

10. Position Layer 2 below Layer 3 on the slide frame on the center 
right edge. 

11. Click on one of the Rotate anchor points to rotate Layer 2 a bit in 

the opposite direction you chose for Layer 3. 

You only have one layer left to do and your arrangement will be finished. 

12. Click on Layer 1 in the Layers List. Change the Zoom value to 
45%. 

13. Arrange Layer 1 below Layer 2 in the slide frame, in the lower-
right corner. 

14. Use the Rotate anchor to rotate Layer 1 slightly in whichever 
direction you prefer.  The end goal is to have the images fan out 
along the side. 
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satisfied.   

 

For small, more controlled position adjustments, select the layer you wish to 

move and hold down the CTRL key as you press the Up, Down, Left or Right 

arrows on your keyboard.   To nudge the layers a little further, hold CTRL 

and SHIFT as you press the Up, Down, Left or Right arrows 

Layer Editing and Adjustments 

ProShow gives you the ability to do quite a bit more than adjust the 

position of your layers.  Editing a layer gives you control over the 

appearance of the layer  everything from the color balance of the image to 

the parts of the image you want to see. 

The editing features available in ProShow are similar to what you will find in 

most image editing software.  You can crop images, remove red-eye, 

change color levels, adjust opacity and quite a bit more.   

major 

get from an image editor: editing images in ProShow is completely non-

destructive. 
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What Non-Destructive Editing Means 

When you make edits in ProShow, your original images are never altered, 

no matter how radical the changes are.  Instead, you are simply telling 

ProShow how to interpret and display your original material.    

Because you don't  need to worry about your original files being changed, 

you're  free to be creative and experimental with what you do to your 

images as part of your show.   

ProShow will go back and use your original images once you start making 

your show output.  The editing changes will be made to the output, using 

your original images as the source while the output is being created.  That 

means that you get the full quality of your original images, with edits 

included, without ever touching your original files. 

Why Edit Images for Slides? 

you may make to a photograph that you intend to print and put in an 

album versus what you do with a photo that you include in a slideshow. 

ook of your images that 

wouldn't be well suited for a traditional print.  This can be everything from 

changing a photo from color to black & white or including multiple crops of 

an interesting photo to make a slide more dramatic. 

Approach the editing you make for a slideshow as a separate process from 

the edits you make for print.  uld be 

approach with that mindset. 

Layer Editing Options 

Once you've added a new layer to a slide and positioned it just right,  your 

next stop in Slide Options is the Adjustments  tab.    
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There are two major editing groups that you can work with. The first is 

Adjustments  and the second is Editing Tools.  These break down to cover 

two basic editing types. 

Adjustments 

In the Adjustments  area below the Preview, you'll have  the options to 

control the color and appearance of the your layer.  Adjustments  are used 

to change things like the Brightness, Contrast, and Sharpness of your 

layer.   

 

Additional options found here are the ability to adjust the White Point,  
Black Point, and Hue.    
 

Editing Tools 

The Editing Tools options are designed to let you 

change major aspects of the look and layout of your 

layers.   

While the Adjustments focus on colors and 

aesthetics, the Editing Tools mostly focus on 

shape, size and orientation.   

Using these tools will let you Rotate or Flip your 

layers, as well as Crop them.   Additionally, this is 

where you'll go when you want to access the Red-

Eye, Colorize, Shadow and Outline  features. 
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A combination of these two sets of tools will allow you to radically change 

the appearance of your layers to meet whatever ideas you have in mind for 

your slide. 

Let's take a look at each of the options in the Editing Tools area. 

Rotate 

Rotate is used to quickly make exact rotations in your layers. You can 

choose from 90, 180, and 270 degrees in the Rotate dropdown list.  

 
 
This does exactly what you would expect and rotates your layer to the right 
equal to the degrees you select.  This is most often used when you want to 
quickly turn a layer upside down or over at an angle. 
 

Flip 

Flip gives you the ability to actually change how the content on your layer 

appears.  You can use Flip to make the content of a layer appear upside 

down with the Vertical  option, or on opposite sides of the layer using the 

Horizontal  option.  You can also combine both together by checking both 

boxes at the same time.  

Flip  it just flips around how the image in the layer 

appears.  

 

the right side of your image.  You want to put some other layers on the right 

side, so you Flip the layer Horizontal  to move the bride over to the left side 

of the layer.   
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In the Selected Layer pane, you'll see a before and after view of the Flip 

changes as you check or uncheck the options. 
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Red-Eye 

Red-Eye is a common problem with when taking pictures of people.  A 

camera flash in just the right (or wrong) spot and now your family members 

all have glowing red eyes. 

Image editing software and even many cameras can help reduce Red-Eye, 

but if you don't have access to those,  ProShow also features a quick tool to 

remove Red-Eye from your images. 

If you have someone in your picture that has Red-Eye, click on the Red-Eye 

button in the Editing Tools pane.  This will open the Red-Eye window. Use 

your mouse wheel to zoom in on a image.  To pan across a layer, right-click 

and hold the mouse button as you drag  the eyes into position.  Left click to 

release the pan-and-drag.  

Now use a normal left-click to create and drag a selection area around each 

spot where you see Red-Eye in the picture.  Try to get the circular region of 

the selection area over just the red spots.   

 

When you release the mouse cursor to create the selecti

an entry appear in the Red-Eye Areas section on the right of the window. 
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This entry gives you a thumbnail view of what is being removed by the Red-

Eye 

dragging it with your mouse, or change the size using the anchor points. 

You can also delete selection areas by selecting them in the Red Eye Areas 

list and clicking on Remove (-) button at the top of the list.  

y Red-Eye so that you can 

be as precise as possible when removing it.  
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Crop 

The Crop window gives you the ability to create a selection region that will 

be the new shape and image of the layer.  Whatever you draw the box 

around is what will show up.  

 

Your selection region can be changed in two ways: you can change where 
the selection is placed on the image, and you can change the size. 
To change the size and shape of your selection region, click on any of the 

anchor points that appear in each of the corners and on all four sides.  These 

anchor points can be dragged to adjust the selection region. 

Changing the position of the selection region is just a matter of click and 

dragging the whole region to a spot where you want it to be. 

The values beneath the Crop Preview are used to be more precise about 

how you want the cropping to be made. 

The Size values show you the actual size of your selection region in pixels. If 

you have a specific resolution in mind for the crop, or if you want to make 

sure that your crop is the same size on different layers, you can manually 
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type the size here.  The left value is the Width  of the selection region and 

the right value is the Height . 

The Rotate slider can be moved left or right to rotate the image to the left 

or right.  If you know exactly how you want to rotate your crop you can type 

that value, in degrees, into the value field.  Remember that negative 

rotation will rotate the image to the left, while positive rotation will go right. 

The Crop Left, Right, Top and Bottom fields all give you the distance, in 

pixels, your selection region is from the edges of the actual image.  This can 

you need to know right where one cropping region stops so you can make 

you next selection. 

 
 

Colorize 

The Colorize allows you to change all of the colors in your layer to a shade 

of whatever color you choose.     

black & white, or even vintage sepia look. 

To  enable the Colorize option, click the Set button.  This will open the 

Color Picker.   
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Choose a Color Using the Color Picker 

¶ Use your mouse within the color wheel 
 

¶ Use the Eye-dropper  in top left corner and 
select a color from the Preview 
 

¶ Enter the RGB (Red Green Blue) number 
values for a color 
 

¶ Press the Hex button and enter a color name 
or web-color hexadecimal value (most 
common color names will work) 

 

Once you have a color selected, press the Set Color button to apply the 

effect.    

Shadow and Outline 

Both the Outline  and Shadow options are great ways to add some depth to 

your layers.  Outlines  can help your layers stand out from one another, 

especially when stacked on top of each other.  Using a Shadow will help 

give your slide the appearance of some distance between your layers.  

 

The Outline  option is simple.  Turning it on will draw an outline all the way 

around the outside edge of your layer.  The Color of your Outline  can be 

chosen using the same method as you did for the Colorize feature.  

The Shadow option creates a shadow in the shape of your layer that 

appears along the bottom and right edges of the layer.  Just like with 

Colorize and Outline , you can change the color of your Shadow to 

whatever you want to use. 
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Layer Effects 

So far in this chapter, all of the options have addressed how your layers look 

in your slides.  The Effects options determine what your layers will do as the 

slide plays.   

Effects will be covered in much more detail in Chapters 14. For now, let's 

take a look at what the effects options are and get familiar with the tools 

you'll be using to bring your layers to life.  

When it comes to creating effects, in ProShow, it's all about applying 

Motion . You'll find your motion options under the Effects tab in Slide 

Options .   

Just 

beneath the Preview are the Motion  effects.  These options allow you to 

control how your layers move around the slide frame as the slide plays.  

From here you can configure the Pan, Zoom, Tilt  and Rotation  for a layer.  

 

 

¶ Pan controls the left and right or up and down movement of a 
layer.      

¶ Zoom adjusts the size of a layer.    You can set the Zoom as low as 
0 (making the layer not visible at all) or all the way up to 500%. 

¶ Vertical Tilt  is one of the options to control the perspective tilt of 
a layer.  Moving the slider to the right creates a positive tilt. This 
will cause an layer to essentially lean forward.  Moving the slider 
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to the left creates a negative tilt. This will cause an layer to appear 
as if it's  leaning backward.   

 

 

 

¶ Horizontal Tilt  is the second perspective tilt option for a layer.  
Moving the slider to the right creates a positive tilt. This will make 
the right side of a layer appear to be closer to you as the left side 
appears to get smaller as you look toward the center of the slide 
frame.  Moving the slider to the left creates a negative tilt. This will 
make the left side of a layer appear closer and the right side more 
"off in the distance". 
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¶ Rotate allows you to rotate a layer.  Unlike the Rotate option in  
Layer Settings that only allows you to rotate in 90 degree 
increments, here you have much more control over the rotation 
value.  Use the slider, the rotation anchors in the Preview, or type 
in a number between 0 and 360.   Negative numbers will rotate to 
the left, positive number to the right.  

¶ The Rotation Center value allows you to set the point on which 
your layer will rotate or tilt.  By default, this is set to 0 x 0, which is 
the middle of the layer.  

Layers and Transparency 

ProShow has full support for any image formats that contain transparency. 

Specifically, images which have alpha channel transparency, which is the 

most common form. 

There are quite a few image formats that support transparency.  Some of 

the most common are PSD, TIF, PNG, and TGA files.  Feel free to use any 

make slides more interesting. 

When working with these kinds of files, there is nothing special that you 

need to do in order for the transparency to appear.  If the transparency 

appears in the image, it will appear in your slide.  Keep in mind that 

sometimes you may not notice the transparency right away.   For example, 

ng a background that blends well with the transparent areas of 

the image, it might take a second look to notice.  

Using Transparency in Slides 

the most common is in the creation of borders or frames. 

A border is most commonly made as a simple image with a transparent 

rectangle or square cut out of the center of it, making it look something like 

an everyday picture frame.  These borders can make great accents to other 

layers you have on your slides.  Just add the border as your topmost layer 

and position the images you want to appear inside the border beneath it. 
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9. Video Layers 

 

Photo + Video Fusion is a buzz term  for an extremely popular visual media 

trend that can be seen just about everywhere these days.  The basic 

concept of  fusion is to blend traditional photography with videography in 

order to create slideshow/video hybrids.  The final product combines the 

high quality of still  images with the life and action that video can provide.  

Basically, it's making a show that features the best of both worlds. 

Fusion is nothing to be scared of.  In fact, these kinds of shows are quite 

easy to make.  As you read in the previous chapter, ProShow works with 

layers and layers are interchangeable.  It doesn't matter if a layer is an image 

or a video, ProShow works the same way.  The tools you use to work with 

your images are the same tools you use to include video in your shows. 

 

¶ ProShow treats video in your show like any other layer. You can 
move it, change it, apply edits to it, and add motion effects, just as 
you would with any other layer. 

Understanding this rule makes it much easier to work with video in your 

show.  

 image or video. 

Since ProShow treats video just like other content, you can do some pretty 

creative things.  You can apply motion effects to video.  You can have 

multiple videos visible at  the same time.  You can even use video with Slide 

Styles.  
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Working with Video 

Layers are just layers, so you can think of a video as an image layer that does 

a little something extra.  While that layer is present on the slide, the video 

will play. 

When we talk about video  

ProShow supports animations like animated GIF files that are found all over 

the Web and in many clip-art packages.  Everything you see here about 

working with video also applies to animations. 

Adding video to your show uses the exact same method you already use to 

add images. 

To Add Video to a Show 

1. Use the Folder List to open a folder which contains your video. 

2. Select the video in the File List. 

3. Drag & drop the video into the Slide List to create a new slide. 

You can also use the same keyboard shortcuts to add video to existing 

slides.  For example, hold CTRL on the keyboard and drag the video to a 

slide to add it as a layer to that slide. 

Using Video Files 

ProShow will directly import almost all video files you want to use in your 

show.  

show and letting ProShow do the rest. 

There are some cases where you may want to use an alternative method for 

importing video files.  ou can find a more detailed 

explanation of codecs and how video files work in Chapter 16. 
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Importing Video Files 

Unlike images, ProShow must import video files that you use in your show 

so that they can be easily worked with. 

This process can take different amounts of time based on how large your 

video clips are.  

import progress displayed on the Progress Bar. 

Customizing Video in your Show 

Video files have a dedicated section of the Slide Options window which 

you can use to control how the video is played, make clips, adjust the 

volume, and more. 

To Access the Video Settings 

1. Open the Slide Options for a slide which contains video. 

2. In the Layers List, select the layer that contains the video clip, and 

go to the Layer Settings tab. 

3. The Video Clip Settings will be on the bottom right side, just 

above the Ok button.  

Note: If you do not have a video layer selected, the Video Clip Settings 

pane will be hidden. 
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Using the Video Clip Settings 

The options in the Video Clip Settings area allow you to trim your video 

clip, adjust audio settings and make changes that affect your slide timing. 

 

Adjusting Video Clip Settings 

on how long that video is.  This is not  part of your Slide Time.  If your Slide 

Time is longer than the video, your video might stop before the slide ends.  

If the Slide Time is shorter than your video, the slide will end before the 

whole video can be displayed. 

Let's review the settings that affect Slide Time: 

¶ The Length  value shows you how long your video clip is, in total. 
This is so you know exactly how much time that video will take if 
you want to view the whole thing.  When you create a new slide 
using a video file the Slide Time will default to the same value as 
your video.   Remember, total Slide Time also includes Transitions. 

¶ Looping  causes the video to play on repeat until the slide comes 
to an end.  This can be a quick and easy way to make sure your 
video plays for the whole slide if your slide is longer than the 
video.  Just check the box to turn on Looping.   You'll find this very 
handy when using video layers as backgrounds. 

¶ The Slide Time checkbox lets you lock the time of your slide to 
the length of the video.  If you never want the Slide Time to 
change beyond what is required to exactly match the video, check 
this option. 

¶ The Speed option changes the rate at which the video is played.  
This can make the video seem faster or slower.  
remember that changing the speed of a video will disable the 

ng distorted. 
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You also have 3 buttons in the Video Clip Settings pane. These are used to 

 

The Trim button opens the Trim Video window, 

detail in a moment.   The Trim Video window is used to make shorter clips 

from your videos when you have longer video clips but only want to feature 

smaller portions in your slideshow. 

The Preview button plays the video file and shows you how it will look 

based on the changes you have made to it so far. 

Sync Time will change the time of the slide to match the length of your 

video.  This option is useful if you want to make sure the Slide Time and 

vid  

 

Customizing Videos with the Video Trimmer 

The Video Trimmer  is an excellent tool to use when you have long video 

clips, but you only want to feature a small portion of the video in your 

slideshow.   

you have a video of a family member getting married.  The video 

includes the walk down the aisle, the kiss, and the departure from the 

ceremony. 

Now if you only want to include the kiss in this part of your show.  You can 

use the Video Trimmer  to cut the video down to just that section and 

include it on the slide. 

Just like with all editing in ProShow, the trimming a video is a non-

destructive edit.  Your original video file will not be changed in anyway.   

You're simply telling ProShow which parts of the original video you want to 

use. 
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To Access the Video Trimmer: 

1. Open the Slide Options for a slide which contains video. 

2. In the Layers List, select the layer that contains the video clip, and 

go to the Layer Settings tab. 

3. In the Video Clip Settings area, click the Trim  button. 

 

The Trim Video Clip window gives you access to quite a bit of information 

at once.   

At the top of the window you'll see the Video Timeline. The timeline shows 

you still frames from different points within the video.  It also shows you an 

audio waveform for any sound in the video.    

Along the top, you'll find the video length.    Just below the audio waveform 

is a slider bar that you can use to move to different points in the clip.   

  



 
163 163 

Using the Video Timeline,  you can visually pick just the part of the video 

that you want to include in your slide.    

Below the Video Timeline, you'll find three preview panes.   All the way to 

the left is the Preview window.  Use the playback controls to preview the 

simply press the Reset icon.  

Just beneath the preview you will also find 

time and frame information.   

This information will update as you move 

your mouse over the Video Timeline .    

You'll find this very useful when making 

precision edits. 

 

In the Start Frame and End Frame windows, you will see the exact frame 

and time where the video will begin and end.    You can select these points 

using the Video Timeline , or by typing in time values.   The back and forth 

arrows below the Start and End Frame previews also make it easy to 

advance one frame at a time in either direction.  
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At the very bottom of the Trim Video Clip window you'll  find the Zoom 

slider.   When you need to make precision edits, you'll  use this to "zoom in" 

on the timeline to see smaller increments of time, right down to individual 

frames of the video.    You can also control the Zoom using the scroll wheel 

on your mouse. 

The last bits of information you'll find in the Trim Video Clip window are 

details about video file you are working with.  The file location, the original 

video length and the trimmed video length can all be seen in the lower left 

corner. 

 

Picking Just the Clip you Want 

The Video Trimmer  is designed to make using just the right part of your 

video as easy as possible.    

Begin by finding the area in the video where you want the trimmed down 

clip to begin playing.  You can do this by moving the mouse cursor across 

the Video Timeline .  Notice that the Preview window updates to show you 

 

start, go ahead and click in the Video Timeline. This 

will place a marker in the spot where you clicked. 

In the Start Frame preview, click the Set Start Time 

icon.  This will move the starting position of the 

video clip to the marker you set in the timeline. 
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Now do the same thing for the End Frame. Move the mouse across the 

Video Timeline  to find where you want to stop the video.  

found that point, click to place a marker and click on the click the Set End 

Time icon.   

The highlighted region between the two markers is your clip.  You can see 

how the clip looks by clicking on the Play button.   If the clip looks good, 

click on Ok to apply your changes. 

You can also trim your clip by clicking and dragging the start and end time 

flags.  The amount of the video in between those flags will be the trimmed 

clip. 

 

Making a Clip with Precision 

For quick edits, you'll probably find typing in values for the Start Frame and 

End Frame to be very useful.   Have a 30 second clip, but only need 5 

seconds of it?  Just type in 10 and 15 then press ok.   Your clip has now been 

trimmed to 5 seconds long. 

When you may need to be extremely precise with your edits, as mentioned 

previously,  there are several areas in the Trim Video Clip window that help 

you determine very specific points in time.   
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With the Zoom slider, you can stretch out what you see in the Video 

Timeline  to show your clip in time increments as small as 1/10th of a 

second.  As you hover over the timeline,  you'll be able to see each 

individual frame of the video in the Preview. 

When you find the right spot, set your marker, or go ahead and enter the 

value in the Start and End Frame.   For extreme precision, as you type in 

10ths or 100ths of a second values, you'll even see the number of the frame 

change as well. 

Note: like the other editing features in ProShow, creating a clip of your 

video will not change or alter the source video in any way.  Making your 

own clips is a completely non-destructive  

 

 

Using Clips of the Same Video 

So what happens when you have one long video and you want to use 

several different trimmed clips from that video in your show?    

Not a problem!  Simply go back to your Slide List and re-add the same, 

original video as a new slide in your show.  The process is exactly the same 

as making the first 

features a different section of the original video . 
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10. Captions 

Creating and Working with Text 

When you create and work with text in ProShow, you are creating captions.  

Captions have quite a bit of nuance involved in their use, not because the 

feature is complicated, but because there is so much potential use in text. 

When someone looks at captions, the obvious use is to write some text to 

share information.  Making a title slide with the name of your show is one 

simple use.  Sharing pieces of textual information during your slides, similar 

to business slideshow presentations, is another use. 

Captions become nuanced when you consider other possible uses.  What 

about integrating characters into the photo composition on your slide?  

You might consider using a whole host of characters to create a varied 

background for an effect.  Embossed looks accomplished by large capital 

letters is another great use. 

There are very few limitations to how you can integrate captions into your 

shows, from the simple and informative to the clever and creative.  Using 

captions in this way requires knowing how to create and manage your 

captions while understanding how these tools can be used creatively. 

We will cover both how to create and use captions, as well as how to use 

them with some creative suggestions, in this chapter. 
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Captions Start as Text 

processor.  You still type your caption into ProShow, choose a font, color, 

and size.  The only departure comes when you choose where you want your 

caption to appear on the slide and how you want it to behave. 

This means that coming up with how you want your caption to look is just 

the same as if you were creating some text for a document.  Type it in and 

set up the visuals.  From there, you place your caption on the slide just as 

you would with a layer  drag and arrange it. 

 tools to create a fully 

customized introduction caption.  

often since almost all slideshows have an introduction in them. 

As you create this example, you will also learn how each value works and 

what it is used for. 
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Creating a Title Slide 

 

This example combines some caption customization and caption behaviors 

to create a strong introduction sequence. 

How to Create a Title Slide 

1. Right-click at the beginning of your Slide List and select Insert  > 

Title Slide in the sub-menu that appears.  

OR... 

Click the Add Title  icon in the Workspace Toolbar. 

working with captions.  Selecting this option creates a slide with no images 

on it and takes you automatically to the Caption Settings  for that new 

slide. 

2. Begin typing your caption in the Select Caption Text field, which 

appears just to the right of the Preview. 

When you have no captions on a slide, simply typing into the text field will 

create the new caption.  Once a single caption is added, y

the Add (+) button in the Captions List pane to create additional captions 

on the slide. 

3.  Selected Caption Text field.  
Your new caption will appear in the Captions List on the left side 

of the Preview.  
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The Captions List is very similar to the Layers List.  Your captions are 

shown in the order they stack with one another.  The first caption is above 

the rest, just like layers. 

Note: captions are always on top of layers.  No matter how you position 

your layers, captions will always appear above them.  You can think of the 

two as separate stacks.  The captions are always the top stack, ordered as 

the captions appear in the list.  The layers are beneath the captions stack, 

appearing in their own order. 

4. In the Caption Format area, select a Font from the dropdown list.  
For this example, let's choose  

ProShow can use all TrueType fonts you have installed on your PC.  

ProShow automatically checks to see which supported fonts have been 

installed in Windows.  If you have a collection of fonts that you use for other 

programs, these will also be available for use in ProShow. 

5. Click on the Size dropdown list and choose 36. 

ProShow uses the default available point sizes for your installed fonts.  This 

does   If you click on the Size 

field, you can type any value you want to use.  This means you can always 

get a size that works for you. 

 

6. Try enabling either Bold, Italic, or both, by clicking on the B and I  

which appear at the bottom of the Captions Format  area. 

Bold and Italic settings can be used with any caption you create to make the 

message stand out.  

them in a word processor. 
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7. Click on the Set button for the Color value.  Change your color 
selection to whatever you prefer. 

Caption colors can be adjusted to any value you want to use.  You can even 

use the Eyedropper  tool to choose colors from your slide or images.  This 

makes it easy to color coordinate your captions and layers. 

At this point you have a complete caption.  The text is in place and the 

appearance has been customized.  

alignment of the caption and give it some effects to complete the first part 

of the introduction. 

 

Precisely Positioning Captions 

Setting the position of your caption, and understanding how that position 

is calculated is very helpful when creating precise and well ordered 

captions. 

1. In the Caption Placement pane, change the Alignment  value of 

your sample text to Centered, which is the second-to-left option. 

 

The Alignment  options are exactly like what you would find in a word 

processor.  The default alignment, left, is what you see in a book like this.  

Centered text is often used for titles, and helps center multiple lines of text.  

Right aligned   Finally, 

Fill aligned text creates a solid block, but can result in some strange spaces 

between letters and words to achieve the effect.  You often see fully 

justified text in newspapers and magazine articles. 
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The alignment of your caption determines where ProShow calculates the 

center point of the caption.  The center point of your caption is used to 

determine where your caption is placed in the slide frame.   

¶ Left aligned text places the center point in the middle of the left-
most character.   

¶ Center and Fill place the center point right in the middle of the 
caption.  

¶ Right alignment places the center point on the right edge,  
 
 
 

2. If your caption is not already in the middle of your slide, set the 
Position  to 50 x 50.  This will place it perfectly in the center. 

 

The point that ProShow uses to position your caption is based on the 

Alignment  value that you choose. 

The Position  value is similar to the one used for layers, only it uses a slightly 

different grid.   
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The position grid for layers uses values traveling from -50, to 0, to 50 as you 
move from left to right or from top to bottom.  
negative numbers.  Instead, the caption grid is from 0 to 100 from left to 
right, or from top to bottom. 
 

 

Using Caption Behaviors 

one final piece  the Caption Behaviors. 

Caption Behaviors are pre-made effects that can be used to enhance the 

way your captions look.  Caption Behaviors are separate from the other 

types of effects that you learned about in Chapter 7, 

Each caption has three behaviors that can be configured. 

¶ Fly In determines how the caption will first appear on your slide 

¶ Normal defines what your caption does as the slide plays   

¶ Fly Out tells the caption what do to as the slide ends 
 

In a way, you can think of Caption Behaviors as transitions for your 

captions.   
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Let's set the Caption Behaviors for the sample caption to see how these 

affect your text. 

1. With your caption selected in the Captions List,  beneath the 
Preview, you'll  find the text effect options in the Caption 

Behaviors area. 

 

The Fly In effect is used when your slide starts.  By default, your caption will 

appear at the very beginning of your slide.   The way it appears is 

determined by the Fly In effect you choose. 

2. In the Caption Behaviors area, click the Browse button next to 

Fly In.  The Choose Caption Behaviors window will appear. 

 

3. On the left, you will see a full list of all available Fly In effects.  
Select Pan Right from the list.  In the Preview, you'll see how this 

behavior will affect your text.    Click on Apply . 

4. The Pan Right effect will now appear in the Fly In dropdown list. 
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Once you become comfortable with what each of the effects does, you can 

quickly select them from the dropdown list without clicking on the Browse 

button. 

To complete this example: 

5. Click on the Browse button for the Normal  effect. 

The Normal  effect is an effect that is used while your slide is playing.  This is 

what the caption will do after it has appeared on the slide using the Fly In 

effect, but before it leaves the slide in the Fly Out effect. 

6. Scroll through the list of effects and select Slide Right. Click on 

Apply . 

7. Slide Right should now appear in the Normal dropdown list. 

Now let's set the behavior for what the caption will do as the slide ends by 

choosing the Fly Out effect.   

8. Click on the Browse button for the Fly Out effect. 

9. Locate the Pan Right effect and click on Apply .  

At the bottom of the Slide Options window, click on the Play icon to 

preview your slide.   

 

 You should see the caption pan in from the left side of the slide, continue 

to slowly slide to the right, and finally pan out of the right side of the slide 

frame.   All of this is being done for you by the Caption Behaviors 

Fly In causes your caption to pan to the right, as you chose.  The Normal  

effect picks up right after the Fly In effect is complete, causing the caption 

to continue to slide to the right.  Finally, the Fly Out effect starts at the end 

of the slide, panning your caption off of the right edge of the slide frame. 
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Caption Behaviors Tip:   

¶ Using the Choose Caption Behaviors window, you can set all 
three behaviors before applying your changes.   Simply use the 
dropdown box that appears above the effects list to toggle 
between the behaviors. 

 

¶ You can also preview how all three behaviors will perform using 
the Choose Caption Behaviors window.   At the bottom of the 
window, check the option box to show the Fly in, Normal and Fly 
behaviors combined. 
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The Captions List 

As you saw in the example above, the Captions List shows the captions 

 From the Captions List, you can add and 

remove captions, select which caption you are working on, and more. 

Just like the Layers List, there are several buttons along the top.  Add (+) 

will insert a new, blank caption.  Remove (-) deletes the selected caption.  

Your captions are stacked one on top 

of one another and numbered in the 

list, just like your layers.  You can 

change the order of your captions by 

clicking on the Up or Down arrows. 

The Captions List Menu button on the right of the toolbar opens a menu 

which provides several options for adding, removing, copying, duplicating 

and moving captions.  You can also right-click on any caption in the list to 

access these options. 

d to that 

  This 

preview.  Captions will be displayed using the first line of text that is not 

blank.  Captions containing multiple lines, or captions that are too long to 

fit entirely in the list will have ellipsis at the end. 

Again, just like when working with layers, on the right side of the list is a 

small checkbox, this is the Hide / Show Caption option.   When checked, 

the caption is visible.  When unchecked, the caption is hidden on this slide.   

Show Caption not appear on a slide.   
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Caption Setup 

Just below the Preview you'll find the Caption Setup options.    

The first option is Show Caption When checked,  your selected caption will 

appear on every slide in your show.   As you add new slides to your show, 

ProShow will automatically add the Show Caption to the new slide.    

Often you'll use a show caption for things like company branding, adding  a 

copyright notice or any piece of information that you always want to have 

visible in your show, regardless of the images. 

If you have a Show Caption but don't want it to appear on specific slides 

(like a title slide for example), in the Slide Options for those slides, simply 

uncheck the Hide / Show Caption box in the Captions List. 

 

The second option determines how your captions will behave during 

transitions between slides.    

Let's create a quick example to demonstrate how the Slide Transition 

option works. 

1. Go ahead and add two images to your Slide List and create two 
new slides.     

2. Add a caption on the 2nd slide.  Be sure to set all three Caption 

Behaviors to None.     

3. Leave the Slide Transition  box unchecked, and click Ok to close 

Slide Options. 

Now play your show and see what happens with your caption.  As the 

second slide begins, your caption will appear very suddenly.  Before the 
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slide ends, your caption will disappear just as abruptly.   This happens 

because the caption is not included in the slide transition effect. 

4. Go back to Slide Options for the second slide and check the Slide 

Transition  box for your caption. 

5. Click Ok to close Slide Options. 

When you preview your show again, this time you'll notice that the caption 

will now transition in or out with the slide instead of "popping" into place. 

Advanced users may find this helpful when creating some effects, but in 

most cases  you'll leave this option unchecked  as the Caption Behaviors 

you chooce will keep text from coming and going so abruptly.   

Caption Setup Tip: 

¶ You can copy the Slide Transition option to other captions by 
right-clicking on the check box. 

Caption Placement 

In the Caption Placement pane, you'll notice that you have two more 

options that affect how your captions will look when placed in the slide.   

Just like a layer, you can add an Outline  or Shadow to each caption in your 

slide. 
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Caption Macros 

ProShow supports a wide range of text-based macros.  These macros will 

cause certain conditional text to appear in the caption while the slide is 

displayed. 

These macros open all sorts of options for your shows.  For example, if 

 each image in 

the show as it appears, rather than type the name for each image on each 

slide, you can use a Show Caption  with a macro.   That macro will reference 

the name of the image and display it for each slide. 

There are three kinds of macro options in ProShow: Symbol, EXIF and 

Predefined.  Depending on the contents of your slide, the macros that are 

available may vary from slide to slide.   

To Add a Caption Macro 

1. Create a new blank caption by clicking the Add (+) icon at the top 

of the Captions List. 

2. Click the + Macro button located in the Caption Format  area. 

 

This will open the Insert Macro window. 

3. In the Insert Macro window, chose your Macro Type from the 
dropdown list. 

4. Choose your desired macro from the list.   

5.  If you're only adding one macro, click Add & Close.  If you want to 
add more than one macro to a caption layer, select a macro, press 
Add and repeat as often as desired.  Press the Close button when 
finished. 

When using multiple macros in one layer, keep in mind that you may wish 

to edit the caption later and add some space in between the macros.  
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Symbol Macros 

From time to time you may find yourself needing to insert a text symbol like 

a copyright or a foreign currency symbol.  In these cases, the Symbol Macro 

option gives you the ability to insert those characters quickly. 

To Insert a Symbol Macro 

1. Open the Insert Macro window. 

2. Select Symbol Macro from the Macro Types dropdown list. 

3. Locate the symbol you are looking for in the Value field. 

4. Select that macro and click Add & Close. 

5. The macro for that symbol will be added and the symbol will 
appear in your caption. 

The available caption macros are of the Insert Macro window gives you a 

wealth of information.  The Caption Macro heading tells you what the 

actual macro is for that function. 

For example, if you use the copyright symbol often, it can be helpful to 

\

caption text will add it. 

The Field heading tells you what the 

actual ASCII code for that character is. 

ASCII code is used universally 

throughout Windows and is a 

shortcut to type that character. 

For example, if you wanted to type a copyright symbol into any document 

or caption, you would hold the ALT key and press 0169 on your number 

pad.  The symbol will appear when you release ALT.  That gives you results 

 Make sure you have Num Lock turned on when you do this. 
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Predefined Macros 

images on a slide as each image is visible.  This kind of automated caption 

requires a Predefined Macro. 

These macros are made to perform ProShow specific tasks, like showing the 

name of the file you have on your slide. 

To Insert a Predefined Macro 

1. Open the Insert Macro window. 

2. Select Predefined Macro from the Macro Types dropdown list. 

3. Locate the information you want to display in the Field heading. 

4. Select the macro you want to use and click Add & Close. 

5. The macro will be inserted and the action will be performed when 
the slideshow is played. 

Some common Predefined  Macros 

(\f), current slide number (\p), and total number of slides (\P).  These macros 

work great for photo proofing shows.   To access a full list of what each 

macro does, see the macro listing in the index of this manual. 
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EXIF Macros 

EXIF macros let you display information about your images directly through 

captions.  

about your images which is stored in the image file.  EXIF data includes all 

kinds of different things, like the orientation of the image, the width and 

height, or the compression method used. 

To Insert an EXIF Macro: 

1. Open the Insert Macro window. 

2. Select EXIF Metadata Macro from the Macro Types dropdown 

list. 

3. Locate the effect you want the macro to perform in the Field 

heading. 

4. Select the macro you want to use and click Add & Close. 

5. The macro will be inserted and the data will be displayed when 

the slideshow is played. 

  EXIF 

macros only appear if that EXIF data is present on the image.  An image with 

  The available 

EXIF macros depend on the EXIF data available within the image. 

Macros and Multiple Layers 

Many macros, including EXIF macros and most predefined macros, add 

information about an image to your slide.  When your slide contains 

multiple layers, these macros always refer to the top layer. 
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11. Music and Sound Effects 

Making a Show for the Senses 

A show 

make a show that has both visuals and audio that you get something which 

really captures the audience. 

Thankfully ProShow has an entire suite of tools which are designed to let 

you include both music and sound effects in your show which are fully 

customized to your preference. 

 adding and setting up music in your show.  From 

these to get just the results you want in your show. 

Audio Files Supported 

ProShow supports almost all major audio types that are available.  You can 

use everything from WAV files, to MP3 files, to audio which you take directly 

from one of your CDs.  

are high that you can use it in ProShow. 

For more details on what files are supported, please see the Supported File 

Types list located in the help section of our website at 

http:/ /www.photodex.com 
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Adding Music to your Show 

Creating a soundtrack for your show is designed to be as easy as working 

with images.  All you need is some music in digital format on your PC, or on 

a music CD. 

There are several different ways to add music to your show.  

To Add Music to a Show 

1. In the main Workspace, use the Folder List to browse to a folder 
where your music is saved. 

2. Locate the music you want to add to the show in the File List. 

3. Drag & drop the music from the File List to the Soundtrack  bar 
which appears beneath your Slide List , or right click and choose 

Add to Soundtrack  

OR 

1. Use the Soundtrack  list in Show Options.   

There are several ways to open this window and manage your soundtrack. 

¶ Click on the Music icon in the Toolbar. 
 

¶ Double-click on the Soundtrack  bar, just underneath your 
Slide List 
 

¶ From the Menu Bar, select Audio and Manage 
Soundtrack  
 

¶ Use the keyboard shortcut, CTRL + M 
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2. Click on the Add (+) button in the Soundtrack  List. 

3. Choose Add Sound File from the menu that appears. 

4. Browse your system for the music you want to add, select it, and 
click Open. 

5. Press Ok to close the window and return to your workspace. 

 

Your music will appear on the Soundtrack  bar as a waveform.  If you play a 

preview of the show you will immediately hear the music that is now 

included.  When looking for music, you can double-click on any music file in 

the File List to play it. 

Adding Multiple Music Tracks 

Adding more music to your show is just a matter of repeating the process 

outlined above.  Drag & drop or manually add more songs.  These will play 

in order from start to finish during your show.  In the Soundtrack  Bar, your 

tracks will alternate between green and blue to help you stay organized. 

 

done.    

more about customizing and adjusting your music a bit later in the chapter.  
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Adding Sound Effects to your Slides 

Any audio that you add to your Soundtrack  is considered to be part of the 

ndtrack.   this is music, ambient sounds 

or simple sound effects. 

to want to use a Slide Sound. A Slide Sound is an audio track that begins 

to play when a the slide they are attached to starts.  You can use Slide 

Sounds for all kinds of things: 

¶ Sound effects that compliment the slide like pops, bangs, laugh 
tracks, camera shutters, or others 

¶ Ambient sound accompaniment like a waves, blowing wind, birds 
chirping, etc 

¶ 

slide or image 

Slide Sounds are just as easy to add to your show as music.  Let's take a 

look at how you can do that. 

To Add Slide Sound to a Slide 

1. Use the Folder List to browse for a folder which contains the 
sound effect you want to use. 

2. Select the sound in the File List. 

3. Drag the sound from the File List  and drop it onto the slide that 
you want to have the sound. 

 
 OR 
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1. Double-click on the slide to which you want to add a Slide Sound. 

2. In Slide Options, locate the Background + Sound area on the 

bottom left side and click the Slide Sounds tab. 

 

3. To the right of the Preview, you'll see the Current Slide Sound 

area.   Click the browse button. 

4. Choose  Add Sound File from the menu that appears. 

5. Browse your system for the sound file, select it, and click Open. 

6. Click Ok to return to your workspace. 

  when 

you see a red waveform in your Soundtrack  bar.   You'll also notice a 

speaker icon appear on the slide thumbnail.  As you add additional Slide 

Sounds to your show, the tracks will alternate between red and yellow to 

help you stay organized.     
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attached to begins to play.  

decreases the volume of the soundtrack so that you can better hear the 

sound effect.  This is behavior t

preferences.   

to sound just the way you want.  

about how you can sync your music to your show and move on to how you 

can manually adjust your music to have the perfect arrangement. 

Syncing Music to a Show 

ProShow has a range of ways to sync your music to your show.  As you 

of the music  that would result in some bizarre sounding audio.  Instead, 

ProShow syncs your music by adjusting the timing of the show. 

There are three quick options to sync your music to your show and one 

more thorough option which lets you control exactly how the sync will be 

done.  

 

To Quick Sync your Music to your Show 

1. Click on Audio  in the Menu Bar. 

2. Click on either Quick Sync  
Entire Show, Selected Slides, or 

Selected Slides to Track. 

 

The first will apply the sync immediately.  

The latter two require you have slides 

selected in your Slide List, and click Ok  make the changes. 
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Quick Sync  Entire Show 

Using Quick Sync  Entire Show is the most straight-forward of the sync 

options.  

have or which slides are changed.   

¶ Match the length of the show to the length of the entire 
soundtrack  all tracks included 

The time is evenly distributed across all your slides, and will adjust both 

your slide time and transition time.  

prompt and changes are applied to your show as soon as you make the 

selection. 

You verify the sync has taken place by using the Slide List and looking at the 

end of your show.  The soundtrack should end at the same time your last 

slide ends.   You can verify the sync by comparing the show time and audio 

length  time listed just above the preview on the right side of the main 

Workspace. 

 

This method will result in all your slides having the exact same duration, 

regardless of how they were timed before.  All of your transitions will have a 

uniform time as well. Transitions will be limited to no more than 3 seconds 

each in order to prevent uncomfortably long transition effects. 

Quick Sync Tip: 

¶ You can also perform a Quick Sync of your entire show by using 
the keyboard shortcut CTRL + Q. 

  



 
192 11. Music and Sound Effects 

Quick Sync  Selected Slides 

Using Quick Sync  Selected Slides will only change the times of those 

slides you have chosen when your audio is synchronized.  Only the slides 

selected when you choose this option are modified  the rest of your slides 

are left with their original times.  This is most useful when you have certain 

slides in your show that require precise times.  For example, if you make a 

fast effect that relies on very short slide times.  If the time of this slide were 

to be increased by the sync then your slide would no longer look as you 

configured it. 

This is avoided by only changing the time to sync audio on the slides you 

hand-  

1. Click on the slides which can have their times changed in the slide 
list.  

a. To select them one at a time, hold CTRL while you make 
your selection.  

b. To select a range of slides, click on the first slide, hold 
SHIFT on the keyboard, and click on the last slide in the 
range. 

2. Click on Audio  in the Menu bar. 

3. Choose Quick Sync  Selected Slides from the menu. 

4. Click Ok when the prompt appears, which informs you about how 
the times will be adjusted. 

Now your entire soundtrack will end at the end of your show, but only those 

slides you selected will have their times changed. 

This method has an important difference from the Entire Show option.  

This method will adjust times proportionally, rather than making all times 

the same. 

When you apply Quick Sync  Selected Slides, the times applied to the 

selected slides maintain the proportions you had already specified in their 

original times.  In other words, if slide 1 was twice as long as slide 2, it will 

still be twice as long after you apply the sync.  
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Quick Sync  Selected Slides to Track 

This feature is best used when you want to limit one of the audio tracks in 

your show to a particular section. 

the 

introduction, which is 10 slides long.  Once the intro is over you want to 

move into your second song. 

If you were to use either of the other two sync options you would find that 

 It only cares about 

where the whole soundtrack ends. 

Quick Sync  Selected Slides to Track will let you choose which range of 

slides you want to sync to a specific track in your soundtrack.  That way your 

first song will play for the first 10 slides, at which point the second song will 

 

1. Click on the first slide in the range that you want to sync, hold 
SHIFT on the keyboard, and click on the last slide in the range. 

2. Click on Audio  in the Menu bar. 

3. Choose Quick Sync  Selected Slides to Track. 

4. Choose 
example, it would be track number 1. 

5. Click on Ok when the prompt appears to tell you how the times 
will be changed. 

Now you will notice that the slides you selected had their times adjusted so 

that the slide group ends at the same time track 1 comes to an end.  Your 

second track will begin playing from that point. 

line up the slides with the start of the track.  This option just sets the total 

time of the selected slides to match the time of the selected music track. 
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Sync Slides to Audio in Detail 

All three of the Quick Sync tools determine how the sync will be 

performed.  If you want to choose the specifics of what will be changed, and 

how, you can use the full audio sync tool. 

 

1. Click on Audio  in the menu bar. 

2. Choose Sync Slides to Audio in the menu that appears. 

3. Select how you want the sync to be performed in Synchronize 
Show to Soundtrack window. 

4. Click on Sync when complete. 

OR 

1. Double-click on the Soundtrack bar or click on the Music icon in 

Toolbar. 

2. In the Soundtrack List, select a track and locate the Soundtrack 

Tools area.   Click on the Sync Slide to Audio button. 

3. Control how you want the sync to be performed Synchronize 
Show to Soundtrack window.  

4. Click on Sync when complete. 

Options to Sync Slides to Audio 




