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ProShow Gold 3.0

The gold standard just got better

ProShowGoId haslongbeenthe,umm,goldstandardforwedding, portrait,
andstudiophotographerswhowanttoshowworktoclientsonaDVD,and
we canseewhy.Withits smooth userinterfaceand dizzyingnumber of effects
and customizations, ProShow Gold instantly became our favorite slide-show
program.

Version 3.0is quite amajor update from 2.6, and one of the key changes
isrightup ouralley:multicore support. Onadual-core machine, we saw both
cores operating at 100 percent—just the way they should be. After all, if you
paid for the hardware, you should be able to wring every bit of performance
out of it. Also new is the ability to output your video to Adobe Flash format,
QuickTime, Windows Media, or HD-resolution AV files.

WhentestingProShowGold3.0wecreatedahigh-qualityfirst-passphoto
slide show withinan hour.The Ulis easy to use, but not quite as simple as our
previous fave, CodeJam’s MemoriesOnTV 3.0. It isn't that ProShow is particu-
larly difficulttouse, it'sthatthe sheer number of options, switches,and sliders
available can overwhelmanewbie. Forexample, MemoriesOnTV 3.0features
several pre-canned multislide effects that you can apply in a few seconds.
Achieving the same effects in ProShow Gold 3.0 takes quite a bit of tinkering.
Thesametinkering,however,givesyoumuchmorenuancedcontroloveryour
final product. AndwhilethereareafewthingsyoucandoinMOTV3.0thatyou
can't do in ProShow Gold 3.0, ProShow Gold does many more things better.

Sowhat'stheretocomplainabout?WehaveafewminorUlquibbles:You
should be able to screw around with a slide and click Cancel if you don't want
tocommittoachange.Asitisnow,youractionsareappliedasyouexperiment.
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The layers in ProShow Gold 3.0 are powerful, but the number of
options can be overwhelming.

You can perform a simple undo, but we'd rather just be able to click Cancel.
Addingasecondaudiostreamfornarrationisclumsy,butremovingthenarra-
tionisevenclumsier.Regardless,we'rereallyjustdiggingforproblems
because overall this is our new
favorite slide-show app.
—GORDON MAH UNG

PROSHOW GOLD 3.0

$70, www.photodex.com

Memeo AutoBackup

Baby got back(up), barely

tfirstglance, Memeo's AutoBackup reminds us of the delicious pairing of

r. Jack Daniels with Ms. Coca-Cola—if Jack were a backup utility and
Coke were automation.

Onpaper,thisprogrampresentsthe perfectsolutionforthoseofuswho
often forget to run a weekly backup of that-which-is-mission-critical on our
harddrives.Inpractice,however,thecocktail'salittlewatery.AutoBackupper-
formsadequatelyenoughtokeepusbuzzedbutcontainsenoughannoyances
to keep us shy of outright drunken enthusiasm.

The program’s simple to use. You first select where you want your files
backed up—IocationsfromaMemeo-providedInternetstorageaccounttoa
networkdrivetoaniPodare supported.Youthen selectthefile types (orfold-
ers)youwantMemeotowatch,andthe programwillautomatically syncyour
new,deleted,andchangedfileswithsaidbackupdevice—allwithoutyouever
having to touch the program again. Sounds great, right?

While it works in the end, AutoBackup takes a ton of setup time: The
program hasto pore over your drive, assemble the files for backup, verify the
filesbeingbacked up, etc.Evenonafairly simmed-down machine, thiswasa
process measurable in hours, not minutes.

AutoBackup’s Restore feature is fairly perplexing in that the program
won'toverwrite old material at your backup location until it'scrammedto the
brim with files. So when you restore some lost data saved on your 20GBiPod,
you'llhavetodigthrough20GBoffiles,whichalmostcertainlyincludesabunch
of stuff you don't necessarily want to restore as part of a batch operation.

Theprogramalsohassomeissuesworkingwith USB devices, especially
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This program gives you a ton of places to stash your stuff.

L B -

onesthatpowerdownafteracertainperiodofnonuse.Wefrequentlyreceived
a“pending”message, which indicated that AutoBackup was waiting for our
external drive to become available... even though the drive was completely

accessible in Windows Explorer. Ce qui?
These little drops of programming poison sour an otherwise worthy
selection. The drink isn’t ruined; we're just hesitant to order it.
—DAVID MURPHY

MEMEO AUTOBACKUP

$30, www.memeo.com



